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Jay’Shawn Roberson

By TYLER FENWICK
tylerf@indyrecorder.com

A group of about 15 minority Republicans 
met with Sen. Todd Young on Martin Luther 
King Jr. Day to discuss the future of the GOP 
and where Black Republicans, who made up 
most of the group, fit in going forward.

Young, Indiana’s senior senator, said he has 
made conversations like this a priority, but sit-
ting down for a candid talk with mostly Black 
Republicans less than two weeks removed 
from the Capitol riot and two days before the 
inauguration made this more unique.

One participant described the Republican 
Party as being in a mid-life crisis, and one of 
the more prominent themes of the morning 
was that some of President Donald Trump’s 
most ardent supporters make it difficult for 
Black Republicans to know what their role in 
the party looks like.

The Recorder was invited to sit in on the 
conversation with the condition that partici-

pants could remain anonymous to encourage a 
frank conversation with the senator.

The conversation was never combative, but 
some participants took Young to task on issues 
such as poverty and the diversity of congres-
sional staff.

Young, who said a few times that “markets 
work,” said poverty in America today is much 
better than it was 50 years ago. Almost every-
one has the bare necessities to sustain them-
selves, he said, and now the issue has more to 
do with access to housing, jobs and education.

Young also said upward mobility is a serious 
issue Americans face. Data from the World 
Economic Forum, for example, shows the U.S. 
ranks No. 27 out of 82 countries in upward 
mobility. The top countries — including 
Canada and the Nordic countries — get credit 
for their health care and education systems, 
along with a strong social safety net.

The future of the Republican Party, Young 
said in an interview after the conversation, 

Tiffanie Ditlevson poses with Sen. Todd Young after 
Young talked with a group of minority Republicans on 
Martin Luther King Jr. Day. (Photo provided by Tiffanie 
Ditlevson)

By BREANNA COOPER
BreannaC@indyrecorder.com

WTHR-Channel 13 and its parent com-
pany, TEGNA Inc., are facing a discrimi-
nation lawsuit filed by longtime anchor 
Andrea Morehead. 

Morehead, an Anderson native who began working for 
WTHR in 1999, alleges the company failed to accommo-
date her following a breast cancer diagnosis in September 
2018, violating the Americans with Disabilities Act and 
Title VII of the Civil Rights Act of 1964. The latter pro-
hibits workplace discrimination on the basis of sex, race, 
religion, pregnancy and national origin. 

Following her breast cancer diagnosis, which she shared 
publicly, the seven-
time Emmy winner 
underwent daily 
radiation treatment 
through December 
2018. Morehead 
shared her experi-
ence through her 
reporting. In Febru-
ary 2019, Morehead 
began immunother-
apy, which can cause 
fatigue, fever, chills, 
weakness, nausea, 
vomiting, dizziness, 
body aches and 
blood pressure ir-
regularities, accord-
ing to the lawsuit 

By TYLER FENWICK
tylerf@indyrecorder.com

Johnny Purchase’s shooting death 
was a reminder that those who are 
nearest a solution can also be clos-
est to harm.

Purchase, a 60-year-old youth 

Johnny Purchase, a youth suc-
cess coach at Edna Martin Chris-
tian Center, was killed Jan. 12 
while canvassing the community 
near 25th Street and Keystone 
Avenue. (Photos provided by 
Edna Martin Christian Center)

By TYLER FENWICK
tylerf@indyrecorder.com

Indianapolis officials offered a stark 
look at the violence the city experienced 
in 2020, including a record 215 criminal 
homicides, and what they hope 2021 will 
look like for public safety.

The COVID-19 pandemic and subsequent economic 
fallout have been a backdrop for almost everything related 
to crime for the last 10 months. Crime experts predicted 
early in the pandemic there could be a decrease in property 
crimes, for example, with more people at home during the 
day, and those projections held up.

The year that was
Property crime decreased by 11% from 2019 to 2020, 

including a 25% reduction in burglaries, according to pre-
liminary data shared by Indianapolis Metropolitan Police 
Department during a public safety update Jan. 19. Violent 
crime fell 3.5%, and overall crime dropped 8%.

Homicides trended in the opposite direction, with 
criminal homicides up nearly 40%. There were another 30 
non-criminal homicides in 2020, which includes justified 
killings such as self-defense. Gunshot wounds accounted 
for almost 90% of homicides, according to an Indianapolis 
Recorder review of IMPD data.

Officers are “frustrated and disappointed,” Chief Randal 
Taylor said, because of the rise in homicides.

The number of non-fatal shootings also rose 41.6%.
Researchers with the National Commission on COVID-19 

WTHR faces lawsuit 
alleging discrimination

IMPD laments 2020, lays out plans for 2021
‘He was a king’: 

Community mourns 
Johnny Purchase

By HILARY POWELL 

Three times a week, an Uber ride on 
Indianapolis’ east side helps to save 
the life of bright-eyed, 11-year-old 
Jay’Shawn Roberson. 

Every other weekday, Jay’Shawn and 
his snaggletooth smile take a ride from 
his Brightwood apartment to Riley 
Hospital for Children to get the dialy-
sis he needs to live. His dad, James 
Roberson, currently carless, uses a 
lunch break to take his son to outpa-
tient care, where he leaves Jay’Shawn 
alone for hours, afraid to lose the job 
that is the lifeline for his formerly 
homeless family. 
“I was pretty much stable,” the 

33-year-old father says. “I had a home 
[last year] and everything was go-
ing good and it all went downhill out 
of the blue. It takes a lot to be able to 

Amid the pandemic,
more Black families on the brink of homelessness

handle the situation. Times are hard.”
The father of five is part of a grow-

ing number of families Hoosier hous-
ing experts say have seen options to 
live with relatives reduced amid the 
coronavirus pandemic, leaving more 
parents and children without a perma-
nent residence. 
“If a family is experiencing homeless-

ness and does not have a safe place to 
shelter, they risk losing their kids,” said 
Chelsea Haring-Cozzi, executive direc-
tor of the Coalition for Homelessness 
Intervention and Prevention (CHIP). 
“That’s huge,” she said. “[They] risk, 

that whole family being broken up.”
Two-thirds of families in family shel-

ters in the state are Black, she said. The 
factors of unemployment, income loss 
and housing loss exacerbated by the 
pandemic have led to a growing need 

James Roberson with two of his 
children. (Photo provided by 
James Roberson)

Todd Young discusses GOP’s future with minority Republicans

See LAWSUIT, A3 ¨

Andrea Morehead (Photo pro-
vided by Morehead family)
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By BREANNA COOPER
BreannaC@indyrecorder.com 

A new bill authored by state Sen. Karen Tallian 
would limit the use of cash bail in Indiana jails. 
Senate Bill 222 would prohibit anyone charged 
with a nonviolent misdemeanor from being held 
on bail. Those with a previous felony convic-
tion or charged with driving under the influence 
would not be exempt from cash bail under this 
bill.

This isn’t the first legislative session Tallian, a 
Democrat, filed a bill on the issue of cash bail. 
This year, however, with ongoing conversations 
about criminal justice reform and racial equity, 
Tallian is hopeful the bill will pass. 
“We’ve known that for years, our local jails are 

crowded with people, a majority of whom are 
there pre-trial,” Tallian said. “In other words, they 
haven’t gone for trial yet, they’re just held there 
because they haven’t been able to make bond.”

Tallian said of those individuals, most are 
charged with misdemeanor offenses and are pre-
dominately low-income and people of color. 

Nationwide, 90% of Americans awaiting trial 
in jail cannot afford bail. According to the Com-
monwealth Fund, a foundation promoting health 
care and social justice reforms, the pre-trial 
population is disproportionally Black and His-
panic. Both demographics are more likely than 
white Americans to live below the poverty line. 

Despite only making up 26.7% of the popula-
tion in Marion County, 27% of Black Indianapo-
lis residents live in poverty, according to the 
Center for American Progress. 

State Sen. Greg Taylor, senate minority leader 
and a member of the Indiana Black Legislative 
Caucus, said SB 222 is a racial justice issue. 
“I congratulate my colleague Sen. Tallian for 

continuing to advocate for criminal justice re-
form,” Taylor said in a statement. “Cash bail poli-
cies disproportionately disadvantage low-income 
and minority communities. … The bail system 
preys on people of color and perpetuates an un-
just criminal justice system. … Senate Democrats 
released our 2021 legislative agenda where we 
highlighted our demand for equal treatment for 
all Hoosiers in the justice system. Sen. Tallian is 
fulfilling that promise with this bill.”

Ending cash bail is a demand from Indy10 
Black Lives Matter to the city. On Twitter, Indy10 
voiced support for the bill, saying, “Thank you 
[Sen. Tallian] for taking a bold first step in in-
troducing Senate Bill 222.”

A representative of Indy10 could not be reached 
for comment.

Tallian said she’s heard from many people who 
support limiting cash bail. She said she’s gotten 
some pushback from judges, but the No. 1 group 

opposing the issue, she said, are prosecutors. 
However, Marion County Prosecutor Ryan 

Mears seems to be open to discussion.
“Whether or not someone should be held in 

custody should be a discussion about public and 
personal safety, not financial means,” Mears said 
in a statement.

Tallian is currently awaiting confirmation the 
bill will receive a hearing.

Along with limiting cash bail, Tallian hopes to 
legalize marijuana in the state through Senate 
Bill 223. Currently, someone caught with any 
amount of marijuana will be charged with pos-
session in the state of Indiana. Tallian’s bill would 
make it so anyone found with two ounces or less 
of marijuana or related paraphernalia — such as 
hash oil — would not be charged with possession. 
Further, in addition to making two ounces or 
less legal, the legislation would repeal the pos-
session charge for any amount over two ounces. 
This means individuals found with more than 
two ounces of marijuana would not face a Level 6 
felony and instead face a lesser charge. 

The bill is aligned with recommendations from 
members of the IBLC, who in 2020 called for 
the decriminalization of marijuana as part of 
their justice reform policy agenda. During a press 
conference Aug. 13, 2020, IBLC Chair Rep. Robin 
Shackleford said marijuana convictions are an 
example of how Indiana has “failed our youth.”

In 2019, Mears stopped prosecuting Marion 
County residents charged with possession if they 
were found with less than an ounce of marijuana. 
This was an effort to decrease the number of non-
violent offenders held in Marion County jails.

Nationwide, the Black community faces a 
higher risk of incarceration for marijuana posses-
sion. According to the American Civil Liberties 
Union (ACLU), Black people are up to 10 times 
more likely than white people to be arrested for 
marijuana possession, despite comparable usage 
rates. A 2020 study by the ACLU found dispro-
portionate rates of arrest in all 50 states.

If SB 223 passes, Indiana would join Michi-
gan and Illinois in legalizing marijuana up to a 
certain amount. However, Tallian is aware the bill 
is a long shot. The sale of alcohol on Sundays was 
legalized in 2018.
“I’ve been filing marijuana bills for 10 years one 

way or another,” Tallian said. “Even when my 
bills don’t pass, they provide opportunities just 
like the one we’re doing right now to air the issue. 
Somebody needs to speak up on these issues, even 
if it takes the movement one inch at a time. … In 
Indiana, the discussion has moved very slowly.”

Contact staff writer Breanna Cooper at 317-762-
7848. Follow her on Twitter @BreannaNCooper.

Duncan Lemp 
was the only 
person to 
show up to a 
demonstra-
tion at the 
Statehouse on 
Jan. 17. Lemp 
planned to 
counterpro-
test a protest 
of the inaugu-
ration of Presi-
dent-elect Joe 
Biden. None 
of the protest-
ers showed 
up the State-
house. (Photo/
Breanna Coo-
per)

Senate bill could limit cash bail

involves making sure people 
can become active partici-
pants in their government.
“Many people feel like they 

lack the powers and tools to 
do that right now,” he said, 

“and our Republican Party 
needs to be attentive to that.”

What does that mean for 
Trump’s wing of the party? 
Republicans are trying to 
figure that out. One par-
ticipant said he doesn’t care 
much about what happens 
at the national level with 
Republicans because he lives 
and pays his taxes in Indiana.

Young called Trump an 
“anomaly” and “symptom” of, 
among other things, people 
feeling disconnected and 
searching for answers. He 
said Bernie Sanders was 
basically the same thing for 
the left.

He also called the Capitol 
riots an act of domestic ter-
rorism — multiple steps be-
yond what most of Young’s 
Republican colleagues are 
willing to say — and said 
the country needs to be 
more attentive to social and 
economic inequalities.

At least one participant 

left the conversation with 
positive takeaways.
“He gave us a really good 

framework for understand-
ing the needs of the party 
and the path forward,” said 
Tiffanie Ditlevson, who 
agreed to an interview 
afterward.

Black conservatives can 
feel like they’re in no-man’s 
land, stuck between a 
Democratic Party that takes 
Black voters for granted 
and a Republican Party 
that courts open racists and 
doesn’t take African Ameri-
cans seriously.

Ditlevson, who’s part of the 
inaugural Indiana Repub-
lican Diversity Leadership 
Series, pointed out Indiana is 
a safe Republican state and 
wondered if GOP leaders 
feel like they actually have to 
worry about the party’s diver-
sity. However, it’s clear they 
do have to, she said, because 
there are Black conservatives 
ready to contribute.

Contact staff writer Tyler 
Fenwick at 317-762-7853. 
Follow him on Twitter @
Ty_Fenwick.

YOUNG
¨Continued from A1
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  Topics To cover:

Moderator
Shawnta S. Barnes

indy recorder 
education correspondent

EdGems with Educator Barnes
episode 4: Black in the suburbs: parent perspective

January 26, 2021 (live) 6:30 PM EST
Facebook.com/IndyRecorder

Guest
Zandria Conyers

carmel clay schools 
parent

Guest
Tamara McClure

Brownsburg community 
schools parent

Guest
Alice Stockton

Hamilton southeastern 
schools parent
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From slavery to Reconstruction, Jim Crow 
to the Civil Rights Movement to the current 
protests against injustice, Black history 
exists on a continuum and is made every 
day. In honoring the past, we recognize 
our perseverance and triumphs, using our 
achievements to guide our future. The 
Black History Month special section will 
highlight local African American history 
makers of today. Whether breaking ground 
in the boardroom, making a difference 
in government or organizing protests, 
local and national leaders stand on the 
shoulders of greatness and continue in 
the advocacy of their forebears.

Black
history
MattErs

around family homelessness. 
Throughout last year, Roberson 

hotel-hopped with his family to keep 
them out of shelters, where he feared 
he would be split up from his two 
daughters, struggling to use his $250 
in unemployment to pay for weekly 
stays at almost twice that amount. 
“It’s often Black heads of households 

that have multiple children that are 
most at risk of eviction, which can 
lead to homelessness,” Haring-Cozzi 
said about Marion County disparity 
trends.  “We must focus on the whole 
family and families of all types.”

In December, CHIP received a $1.25 
million grant from the Day 1 Families 
Fund launched in 2018 by Amazon 
founder and CEO Jeff Bezos to pro-
vide shelter and hunger support to 
address immediate needs.

The kidney failure Jay’Shawn ex-
periences is what brought single dad 
Roberson and his family of five from 
Chicago to Indianapolis last year. Af-
ter living with a relative who died last 
January, he and his children moved to 
Indianapolis to seek medical treat-
ment for Jay’Shawn.

Roberson, a certified plumber, 
works maintenance at the apartment 
complex where he’s lived for a month 

— an apartment paid for by nonprofit 
Family Promise of Greater India-
napolis. He said he’s thankful for their 
support. 
“Times is hard now, and a lot of 

people are just worried about self-love 
so there are not too many people out 
there sincere about helping others,” he 
said. 

Every day, Family Promise gets 10 
calls from families that staff has to 
turn away because the shelter pro-
gram is at maximum capacity. Orga-
nizers said other family shelters in 
Central Indiana report similar call 
rates. 

IUPUI housing policy expert Kelsie 
Stringham-Marquis said the issue 
comes down to Marion County 
shelters that don’t always have beds 
considering a demographic of a father 

with children.
“[There’s] a chaotic outside factor 

there’s not always going to be a bed 
available that matches my family 
dynamic and my family structure,” she 
said. “That creates a lot of tension and 
complication for individual families 
who are navigating housing instabil-
ity.”

The latest Marion County Point-
in-Time Count shows the number of 
people experiencing homelessness 
in Indianapolis increased by 1% to 
1,588. Fifty-four percent of people 
counted identified as Black or African 
American, which Stringham-Marquis 
said shows there’s a disproportionate 
rate of Black Hoosiers experiencing 
homelessness.

The next count, which has already 
begun, should lead to a more accurate 
count of Hoosiers without a home.

In a year full of challenges, CHIP 
has responded to the pandemic by 
establishing non-congregate shelters 
throughout the city and expanding 
outreach to unsheltered, homeless 
families at high-risk for contracting 
the virus for rapid rehousing. 

Jay’Shawn, who also suffers from 
asthma and high blood pressure, has 
siblings who are also battling health 
disparities including strokes and 
autism. Roberson said he is proud he’s 
able to keep his family together during 
their health challenges. He’ll still spend 

“most of ” his check to pay the $30 
roundtrip for his son to get to dialysis. 

February is also a time for hope for 
the Robersons. The single father said 
he’s hoping he’ll be able to take over 
the lease by next month and keep pro-
viding for his family with his new job.
“I am grateful to have [Family Prom-

ise] as a part of my life,” he said. “It’s 
starting to get a little better.”

This story was reported as part of a 
partnership between WFYI, Side Ef-
fects Public Media and the Indianapo-
lis Recorder. Contact Hilary Powell 
at hpowell@wfyi.org. Follow her on 
Twitter @mshilary.

filed Jan. 13. 
According to the lawsuit, 

Morehead had to take 
“considerable time” off 
work because of the side 
effects of her cancer treat-
ment, but she continued to 
come up with story ideas, 
conduct interviews and 
edit stories, among other 
responsibilities. 

Morehead’s attorney, Ter-
rance Kinnard, could not 
be reached for an interview.

According to the suit, 
Morehead became aware of 

“a very disturbing conversa-
tion” between her col-
leagues, a $20 bet allegedly 
between four employees 
debating whether More-
head would return to work 
following her treatments. 

The suit alleges while 
TEGNA managers were 
aware of this conversation 
and others, “no action was 
taken to admonish the par-
ticipants and the behavior 
was allowed to continued 
unfettered.”

After Morehead discussed 
these issues — along with 
her health concerns —  
with WTHR general man-
ager Michael Brouder, the 
suit claims he and other 
station managers “began 
a relentless campaign of 
harassment.”

Morehead’s complaints 
led to her stories being 
pulled from the air and 
credit for some story 
ideas being given to other 
WTHR employees, the 
lawsuit alleges. Further, it 
states WTHR manage-
ment “persistently refused 
to provide production 
assistance to Andrea 
Morehead for interviews 
and logging tapes, even 
though the same assistance 
was provided to similarly-
situated colleagues.” Even-
tually, after Morehead 
complained, she received 
the necessary accommoda-
tions. 

The suit also alleges 
WTHR management dis-
closed confidential infor-

mation about Morehead’s 
health to other anchors 
after shifts had to be ad-
justed to cover Joe Biden’s 
2019 speech at the Indiana 
Convention Center. 

While not directly related 
to her health, Morehead 
describes a hostile work 
environment. Specifically, 
the suit alleges a station 
photographer drove past 
Morehead after she was 
in a car accident, and the 
reporter in the car later 
told her the photographer 
refused to stop once he 
realized Morehead was 
involved.

Brouder did not reply to 
a request for comment. 

While Morehead filed a 
charge of discrimination 
with the Equal Employ-
ment Opportunity Com-
mission on May 27, 2020, 
Morehead was not let go 
from WTHR until Decem-
ber of that year, which the 
suit claims was a retaliato-
ry discharge for Morehead 
filing the complaint. 

Dorothy Tucker, presi-
dent of the National Asso-
ciation for Black Journal-
ists, voiced her support for 
Morehead and implores 
companies to use this case 
as an example of what not 
to do. 
“The Andrea Morehead 

case is disturbing on 
several levels,” Tucker said 
in a statement. “We first 
pray for her health and 
strength in dealing with 
both the physical, mental 
and financial aspects of her 
challenges. We will con-
tinue to monitor this case 
as it winds its way through 
the courts. We implore all 
companies to adhere to 
federal laws, privacy issues 
and best practice manage-
ment protocols when deal-
ing with such issues.”

Contact staff writer Bre-
anna Cooper at 317-762-
7848. Follow her on Twitter 
@BreannaNCooper.
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Motivated by the words, legacy and service of Dr. Martin Luther 

King, Jr., Citizens Energy Group is committed to community.

Sharing the Dream is our annual service project that brings 

Citizens employees together to give back. Over the last decade, 

Citizens has collaborated with Indy Parks to refurbish 15 facilities. 

Through Sharing the Dream and other volunteer events, Citizens 

is championing the communities in which our customers and 

employees live, work and play. 

Learn more about our community engagement at  

CitizensEnergyGroup.com/Community.

Committed to Community

This ad was not paid for by customer rates.

©2020 The PNC Financial Services Group, Inc. All rights reserved. PNC Bank, National Association. Member FDIC

CON PDF 0618-0106

Today’s a great 
day for 
prioritzing your 
employee’s 
financial health.

Take care of your greatest asset - your employees. PNC Organizational 

Financial Wellness helps employees build strong financial habits, 

creating a more confident and productive workforce for you.

Contact Amanda Gerhart
Financial Wellness Specialist
317-574-2118
amanda.gerhart@pnc.com
pnc.com

By BREANNA COOPER
BreannaC@indyrecorder.com 

For 33 years, Indianapolis Public Library has 
provided Black artists of every medium an op-
portunity to share their work with the community 
through its Meet the Artists event. With COV-
ID-19 still raging, the library had to take inspira-
tion from the artists and get creative. 

Meet the Artists XXXIII will be held virtually. 
Starting with an opening celebration Jan. 28, 
people can follow along on Facebook or YouTube 
through March 27 as musicians, dancers, painters 
and more showcase their craft. 

This year’s theme — “All-star” — is in honor of 
the National Basketball Association’s All-Star 
Game, originally scheduled to be held in India-
napolis in February and canceled because of the 
pandemic. 
“We wanted to highlight all the all-stars in the 

Black community,” Keshia McEntire, public rela-
tions specialist for the Indianapolis Public Library, 
said. 

McEntire said the library has been hosting 
virtual events through the pandemic and has 
received positive feedback. A virtual Meet the Art-
ists, she said, is a way to get more of the commu-
nity involved in the festivities. 

Along with viewing artwork and listening to 
local musicians, people will be able to participate 
in virtual art classes and watch a fashion show. 

Art from each visual artist can be viewed on the 
library website. 

Kenneth Hordge displayed his oil pastel paint-
ings at Meet the Artists events in the past, but this 
will be the first time he participates in a virtual 
art gallery. 
“I’m excited to see what comes from it,” Hordge 

said. “It’ll be something different, and I’m in-

trigued about the process.”
Hordge, 41, is finishing a portrait of Malcolm 

X to include in the online event. Previously, he’s 
painted portraits of slain rappers Nipsey Hussle 
and Tupac, whom he said he enjoyed painting 
because he’s a fan of their work.

To help support the artists taking part in the 
event, the library is creating a program for guests 
that will include contact information for each 
artist.

While Hordge doesn’t typically pull from current 
events for inspiration, it’s hard to ignore the im-
pact COVID-19 has had on the local arts commu-
nity. From canceled gigs to a decrease in art sales, 
creatives — like most Americans — are feeling the 
effects of the pandemic in their wallets.

While buying an album or a painting may not be 
a possibility for many Hoosiers right now, Hordge 
said social media and events like Meet the Artists 
are a great way to help artists right now. 
“People think you can only support artists by 

buying artwork, but that’s not true,” Hordge said. 
“Don’t get me wrong, we love when you buy our 
work, but it’s as simple as sharing and talking 
about our work. Social media is big nowadays, so 
just share the work and get it out to other people 
who might not see it otherwise.”

Contact staff writer Breanna Cooper at 317-762-
7848. Follow her on Twitter @BreannaNCooper.

An untitled painting by Kenneth Hordge. 
Hordge’s work will be featured in Meet the 
Artists XXXIII. (Photo provided by Indianap-
olis Public Library)

Meet the Artists … virtually
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  SPOTLIGHT

“I’M OKAY”
DISCUSSING  DISCUSSING 
MY PROBLEMS. MY PROBLEMS. 

When it comes to your mental health, it can be hard to admit when 
you need help. But if you’re having trouble dealing with the stress, 
anxiety, and uncertainty caused by the COVID-19 pandemic, it’s 
important to know that you’re not alone. If you’re ready to talk 
about the problems you’re facing, we’re ready to listen. 

Change the conversation about COVID-19 and mental health.
Visit Indy.gov/CopingWithCOVID to find help.

By Dwight Brown NNPA News Wire 
Film Critic

It may be 2021’s first viable COVID-
themed movie. Hopefully it’s not the 
best we can expect. 

Audiences who’ve been locked down, 
pent up, frustrated and emotionally 
frayed will relate. Life with the virus 
has been hard and the light at the end 
of the tunnel is tiny. And so, British 
screenwriter Steven Knight (Oscar-
nominated “Dirty Pretty Things”) 
pumps out this ode to imprisonment 
with little flair, not much depth, lots of 
dialogue, no grasp of one specific genre 
and unlovable characters. For good 
measure, in the middle of what is a tire-
some couple’s personal drama, he tosses 
in a caper. Tonal issues and plausibility 
be damned. 

Bringing Knight’s vision to life is the 
well-respected director Doug Liman, 
whose reputation started with the hip-
to-be-cool “Swingers” in 1996, includes 
the thriller “The Bourne Identity” and 
the deliciously vengeful “Mr. and Mrs. 
Smith.” That fairly varied and esteemed 
background, surprisingly, doesn’t make 
him well-suited for this weakly writ-
ten and dry romantic/comedy/drama/
crime/thriller. 

Paxton (Chiwetel Ejiofor, “12 Years a 
Slave”), a poet/writer (aka broke dude) 
is having a rough go of it. He’s house-
bound on a tony block in London by 
a COVID quarantine and is down on 
himself: “Even my name is doom.” His 
foul disposition and lack of funds is 
putting a strain on his relationship with 
his lady friend Linda (Anne Hathaway, 

“Les Misérables”). She’s a busy execu-
tive conducting Zoom meetings with 
her staff from home. She does so in full 
makeup and fashionably dressed as if 
she is pulling a shift at Vogue. Without 
blinking, she tells her underlings that 
they’re being furloughed. A euphemism 
for “You’re fired, there’s no money to 
pay you.” Viewers should hold on dearly 
to this scene, as it is the only viable 
drama in the entire movie. 

Cracks in the relationship have been 
noticeable. The strain of being around 
each other, under confinement, has 
taken them past the brink. Says Pax-

ton to his half-brother David (Dulé 
Hill, “The West Wing”): “Linda said she 
was planning to end our thing.” Yes, 
that’s true, but the two are still sniping 
housebound lovers who can’t let go.

The clever part of Knight’s screenplay 
is that it uses feelings, locations and 
machinations that audiences in this 
day and age will recognize: Quarantine 
anxiety. Dehumanizing video meetings. 
Long lines at grocery stores. Overin-
dulging in booze, drugs, cigarettes. 
Shouting across streets to neighbors. 
Looking for jobs that don’t exist. Squab-
bling for no reason. It’s the new norm.

Pity Knight didn’t pick more relatable 
characters. Snooty Linda and the finan-
cially challenged scribe won’t muster 
much empathy. Which is a pity, because 
it would take that to enthusiastically 
follow and believe the second half of the 
script. This part involves a planned but 
blundering theft from Harrods — ar-
guably Europe’s most famous depart-
ment store. It’s a complete coup that 
the filmmakers got to run their actors 
and cameras up and down the aisles. 
Why was Harrod’s so accommodating? 
They’re closed due to the pandemic and 
likely need the publicity! Caviar, truffles, 
Louis Vuitton and rare diamonds all sit 
idly on shelves starving for tourists’ at-
tention and wealthy buyers. But getting 
none.

The proceedings might have fared bet-
ter if the screenplay had kept everything 
in the moment. Instead, it is laden with 
one-liner backstory details rehashing 
a past that doesn’t matter. So, Linda 
used to smoke cigarettes and she’s now 
sneaking them on the side. So, she 
had an affair with a female friend. So, 
Paxton was once arrested, had a drug 
problem and is now slipping. Their 
history is immaterial, doesn’t pep up 
anything and only mires the storytelling 
and momentum. 

Ejiofor is a supreme actor, but with 
his diction and statesman-like demean-
or, it’s hard to believe him as an impov-
erished poet moonlighting as a driver. 
Hathaway is a bit more convincing as 
an ice queen. But together they have 
the chemistry of a central casting pair-
ing — nothing more. The ensemble cast 

performances, which vary from cameo 
appearances to full supporting roles on 
set or computer screens, are peppered 
throughout to little effect. Ben Kingsley, 

as Paxton’s boss, gives him the moniker 
Edgar Allen Poe on his ID. It’s a run-
ning joke that loses its power in seconds. 
Ben Stiller plays Linda’s boss, ma-
rooned in the Vermont woods with his 
disrespectful son. Mindy Kaling, Lucy 
Boynton, Jazmyn Simon (“Ballers”) and 
others add their two cents.

Fortunately, the tech crew is pretty as-
tute. Editor Saar Klein’s timing is good. 
Cinematographer Remi Adefarasin’s 
nimble camera is where it should be 
at all times. The score by John Powell 
doesn’t wreck the mood. And produc-
tion designer Laura Conway-Gordon 
makes all settings look quite inviting.

It doesn’t help that the couple is 
involved in a robbery, for money, when 
they hardly look destitute. They live 
in a strikingly handsome oatmeal-
colored townhouse with pristine white 
shutters — not a slum tenement. If 
you’re looking for convincing “Dog Day 
Afternoon” desperation you won’t find it. 
And that’s a problem. Also, if the virus 
is so rampant, why are they and store 
employees walking around Harrod’s 
with no masks?

Easy streaming access may lure in-
quisitive adults to “Locked Down.” But 
after watching this vapid commentary 
on our diseased times, don’t expect 
audiences to stand on their balconies 
and applaud. 

Streaming January 14 on HBO MAX.

 Locked Down
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Our country is better than this

The implication of King’s message

By LAKIMBA DESADIER

On Oct. 20, 2020, Dr. Chaniece 
Wallace, a vibrant 30-year-old 
pediatric chief resident at Indiana 
University’s medical school, died 
of postpartum complications. Her 
death, two days after giving birth 
to her daughter, Charlotte, left her 
husband a widower and Char-
lotte was denied knowing the love 
of her remarkable mother. Her 
mother, Dr. Chaniece Wallace, had 

dedicated her short life to care for other children in 
need of quality health care. Her death was her fam-
ily’s loss and a loss to our Black community. 

Her death underscores an ongoing high maternal 
mortality rate within the Black Community.

The pregnancy-related mortality rate for Black 
women is 5.2 times higher than for white women, 
and the rates of maternal mortality and severe 
maternal morbidity are 3 to 4 times higher in Black 
women than in white women. Glaring racial dis-
parities are present across the health care spectrum 
for the Black community, and Indiana leads the 
nation among some of the worst statistics. 

Just months after the death of Wallace, we were 
once again reminded of the inequities in our health 
care system. A Black female physician, Dr. Susan 
Moore, 52,reportedly died of complications from 
COVID-19.

These deaths are devastating. On top of this, we 
are in the middle of a deadly pandemic that dispro-

portionately affects the Black community. 
The pandemic has laid bare the economic in-

equality, structural racism and public health fail-
ures in this country. The public health crises we face 
in Indiana and across the country must become a 
top priority. In addition to the health care crisis, the 
recession caused by the COVID-19 pandemic has 
fallen squarely on the shoulders of women, particu-
larly BIPOC women, who made up all of the job 
losses incurred in December.

We have an opportunity to address these systemic 
issues. Our commitment must be to prioritize issues 
around increased access to health care and repro-
ductive freedom. We cannot confront the massive 
challenges of COVID-19 — poverty, hunger, eco-
nomic or racial injustice — unless we address issues 
of reproductive health and freedom.

Wallace’s husband says, “Chaniece fought with 
every piece of strength, courage, and faith she had 
available.” 

We must continue the fight. We have tasked our 
state legislators to increase access to care and bring 
relief from COVID-19. 

This session we will be supporting maternal 

health, including 12-months postpartum cover-
age (HB 1155), health care for incarcerated wom-
en (HB 1349; HB 1430), pregnancy accommoda-
tions (HB 1309) and doula coverage (SB 298; HB 
1350). We are also working to see the passage of 
comprehensive sex ed (HB 1366) and expanded 
access to 12 months of birth control coverage.

What we all witnessed on Jan. 6 must not deter 
us. Those involved must be held accountable, but 
we can’t be distracted from the future we want to 
see. We have not lost sight of the historic change in 
Georgia, and we want to continue that work here in 
Indiana.  

We must expand people’s access to health care and 
make decisions that reflect the will of the people.

More than half of maternal mortality deaths are 
preventable. Let us continue to take actions to 
recognize and remove these barriers. Let’s work to-
gether in honoring those we have lost by protecting 
the living — because our care can’t wait. 

LaKimba DeSadier is state director for Planned 
Parenthood Advocates of Indiana.

By LARRY SMITH

“Injustice any-
where is a threat to 
justice everywhere. 
We are caught in an 
inescapable net-
work of mutuality, 
tied in a single gar-
ment of destiny.”

The great irony of 
Dr. Martin Luther 
King Jr.’s words is 

that their power and prescience are 
often hidden by their eloquent simplic-
ity. The above quote comes from his 
incomparable “Letter from a Birming-
ham City Jail.”

King wrote the letter in April 1963 — 
just a few months before the March on 
Washington. It is his response to white 
ministers who opposed the NONVIO-
LENT demonstrations that he led. 
(Sound familiar?) In my view, this let-
ter is substantially more important to 
read, and to act on, than his “I Have A 

Dream” speech.
For decades I have reflected upon the 

profound anger, disappointment and 
sadness that he continually experi-
enced due to the lack of support from 
“Christians” who did not support fight-
ing for African Americans’ full human-
ity.

If America endures as a powerful na-
tion — which is not a certainty at this 
point — our grandchildren will look 
back upon this period and see it as an 
inflection point. The last few years will 
be viewed as a pivotal period in history. 
We are experiencing what one observer 
has referred to as “a soft civil war.”

It is imperative for all Americans to 
understand that we are on the brink of 
destruction not from China or Rus-
sia, but because of each other. (Indeed, 
at least one recent poll indicates that 
most Americans believe that we are our 
own greatest threat.) But recognizing 
that threat is not enough. What we do 
in the coming weeks, months and years 
will determine whether the American 

experiment will continue.
The United States is the world’s old-

est democracy by far, followed by Swit-
zerland and New Zealand. We are, at 
present, the world’s only “superpower.” 
Yet, the mightiest empires — ones that 
no external force could destroy — fre-
quently have collapsed from within. 
While we are not an empire in the 
technical sense, we do have one of the 
longest periods of continuous gover-
nance (and world dominance) in the 
modern era. We take that for granted 
at our peril.

Here’s the bottom line: If the over-
whelming majority of white Ameri-
cans do not decide to fight for the full 
equality for African Americans (and 
the poor of all races), this nation will 
fail. White Americans must learn to ac-
cept that the unapologetic demand for 
racial equality is not an attack on them 
as individuals; it is a moral imperative 
that is inextricably tied to their chil-
dren’s future.

In short, they must decide whether 

to try to cling to a race-based privilege 
that their children will inevitably lose, 
or consciously decide to share that 
power so that their children will inherit 
a nation that is worth it.

The grotesque wealth inequality, 
the immoral condition of our public 
schools, the third-world condition of 
our poorest communities and the vio-
lation of human rights (including voter 
suppression) WILL lead to America’s 
downfall.

We cannot escape the forces of his-
tory, especially as regards the inevitable 
effects of structural, race-based in-
equality.

Dr. King was correct. We are “tied in 
a single garment of destiny.” We must 
decide whether to prevent our shared 
garment from becoming our collective 
noose. 

Larry Smith is a community leader. 
Contact him at larry@leaf-llc.com.

By OSEYE BOYD

As I watched former Vice Presi-
dent Mike Pence and his wife exit 
the inauguration, I commented to 
a colleague about how it’s refresh-
ing to see Pence had the decency to 
attend the ceremony. He behaved 
with the dignity we’ve come to 
expect from our political leaders. 
However, that decency has been 

absent for four years now. 
She agreed with my assessment and then she said, 

“The bar is so low.”
That even the most traditional activity is applaud-

ed shows how far this country has gone. Ever since 
I can remember inaugurations happen in January. 
The former president wishes the new president well 
and keeps it moving. Past presidents also attend 
and smile. The winner, loser and party affiliation no 
longer matter. Everyone acts with grace because the 
focus is on the country. We celebrate our demo-
cratic republic. The pomp and circumstance require 
decorum and respect. 

All of that changed four years ago, when this 
country elected he-who-shall-not-be-named. The 
level of discourse hit an unimaginable low. I have 
never agreed with any president 100%, but I’ve 

never thought one was actually a danger to our 
country until the last one. The lies, racism, narcis-
sism, nepotism, sexism and downright disrespect 
that came from the country’s highest office for four 
years has been exasperating. Sure, I’ll give credit 
when it’s due, and 45 made some good moves — the 
First Step Act comes to mind — but it’s been a you-
know-what show for most of his administration.

Now, I’m not giddy with excitement about Presi-
dent Joe Biden or Vice President Kamala Harris, 
but as my dad said, I’m happy things will return 
to some semblance of normalcy. Living in Bizarro 
World was exhausting. I’m not giddy because politi-
cians are gonna politician and no one or two people 
will fix all of our problems. My excitement is care-
fully measured as I watch what this new adminis-
tration does to support Black Americans. 

I’m happy we now have an administration that 
recognizes climate change and global warming is a 
problem again. 

The bar is so low.
The one thing that has me most excited about the 

Biden-Harris administration is the country will 
finally have an actual plan for COVID-19 from the 
White House. The previous administration’s lack 
of information, lack of accurate information and 
inability to actually lead during a crisis has left this 
country divided between maskers and anti-mask-

ers. COVID-19 shouldn’t even be a political issue, 
and it saddens me when I think about the hostility 
wearing a mask or not wearing a mask causes. It 
makes me angry that so many Americans — many 
of them Black — have died because of COVID-19 
when they didn’t have to.

The bar is so low.
I look forward to press briefings again, so we have 

some direction of where this country is going when 
crisis erupts. I look forward to press briefings where 
the president’s press secretary doesn’t tell bald-
faced lies and gaslight the press. I look forward to 
press conferences where the press secretary actually 
shows some respect for the press corps.

The bar is so low.
The bar is so low that transferring the White 

House Twitter account is a news story that several 
outlets wrote about. Now, that’s a shame. 

None of these things are groundbreaking, but it 
will be refreshing just to have some sense of nor-
malcy in these mundane aspects of the presidency. 
This will allow us to focus on the real work that 
Biden and Harris need to do because there’s a lot. 
We’re in the midst of a pandemic, the second Civil 
Rights Movement, economic crisis and global 
warming, just to mention a few. 

The bar can’t remain low, and we should never let 
it get as low as it did.

The bar is so low
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InnoPower, LLC and Recorder Media Group will host the 2021 edition of their annual 
conference on June 14-18. The expanded InnoPower Minority Business Week will feature fi ve 
days of in-person and virtual programming that aim to address the societal and economic 
gaps COVID-19 amplifi ed.

“We launched InnoPower in 2019 to leverage the power of innovation to elevate minority 
communities,” said Emil Ekiyor, founder and CEO of InnoPower LLC. “A recent survey by 
SecondMuse found that non-white entrepreneurs were twice as likely as whites to describe 
the economy as “unfair” and even “racist.” Our current economic system was not really created 
for Black and Brown entrepreneurs, but the rapid growth of this conference has proved that 
many people of color are yearning for a shared platform to support others.”

“Something this signifi cant hasn’t been done in Indiana during the time that I’ve been here,” 
added Robert Shegog, President and CEO of Recorder Media Group. “Everything the Recorder 
is doing with InnoPower is important to help move our city and state from where they are 
now to where they need to be. Too many minority and Black-owned businesses closed during 
COVID-19 that won’t be reopening. We have to fi nd ways to support those that were negatively 
a� ected, but also to come together in June to help fi gure out a better way forward.”

Rupal Thanawala, managing director at Trident Systems, will once again serve as event 
chair for InnoPower. “The potential of minority entrepreneurs and professionals has been 
underutilized for far too long, she said. “Over the years, we have really underestimated and 
overlooked the talent of our minority communities, but we have to give them the right 
platform. InnoPower’s conference helps give them an opportunity to thrive and unleash their 
potential. And we really want to stretch our arms open to everyone. Our team’s desire is to 
uplift each and every community that has not been given the opportunities they deserve.”

INDIANA MINORITY BUSINESS WEEK WILL FOCUS ON FOUR PILLARS:

For more information and to RSVP for free, visit www.innopowerindy.com.

EDUCATION
The education system is ripe for 
disruption and innovation. To increase 
the achievement levels of minority 
and low-income students, InnoPower 
will focus on elevating standards and 
supporting visionary school leaders. 

ENTREPRENEURSHIP
Business ownership is the key to economic 
growth for global and local economies, yet 
too many people still face signifi cant, systemic 
barriers to entrepreneurial opportunity. 
In a time of changing demographics in 
the United States, local entrepreneurship 
ecosystems should mirror the diversity in the 
communities that foster them.

WORKFORCE DEVELOPMENT
The nature of work is transforming rapidly 
in our ever-changing world. As community 
leaders and organizations choose the 
path forward, it is imperative they rethink 
deeply held orthodoxies in order to shape 
a more inclusive future of work. Generating 
innovative pathways to employment for 
marginalized populations has never been 
more critically needed by so many.

GOING GLOBAL
The old narrative of an Africa disconnected 
from the global economy is fading. A wave 
of transformation driven by business and 
modernization is thrusting the continent 
from the world’s margins to the global 
mainstream. InnoPower is building a 
stronger pipeline of access to Africa’s talent 
and solutions.

and Criminal Justice 
found similar trends in 
other cities, where homi-
cides, aggravated assaults 
and gun assaults rose 
sharply beginning in late 
May into June.
“While that in no way 

excused or diminished 
even one killing in our 
city, we must seek to 
know why this is happen-
ing to better combat this 
deadly virus,” Mayor Joe 
Hogsett said.

Public safety in 
2021

IMPD will add two 
more Mobile Crisis As-
sistance Teams (MCAT), 
which pair officers with a 
clinician from Eskenazi 
Health to respond to calls 
related to mental health 
or substance abuse. 
MCAT is part of the 
department’s Behavioral 
Health Unit, which iden-
tified 3,585 follow-ups 
in 2020 and made 1,144 
home visits, according to 
IMPD.

Assistant Chief Chris 
Bailey said the depart-
ment is working with the 
Office of Public Health 
and Safety to add clini-
cians to the 911 call cen-
ter to better help people 
experiencing a mental 
health crisis.

Shonna Majors, the 
city’s director of commu-
nity violence reduction, 
said part of her team’s 
gun violence reduction 
strategy will involve 
weekly meetings with 
IMPD to review shoot-
ings, including non-fatal 
shootings. Majors directs 
a group of “Peacemakers,” 
who intervene in situa-
tions that have or could 
become violent.

IMPD will begin to 
gather feedback this year 

on how the community 
wants officers to change 
traditional police re-
sponses to low-level, non-
violent issues such as 
vehicle accidents with no 
injuries. Officers spend 
too much time respond-
ing to non-emergencies, 
Bailey said, so developing 
a more efficient approach 
would allow officers to 
respond to calls where 
they are actually needed.

Reason for hope?
The pandemic, along 

with protests and riots in 
the spring and summer, 
threw off some of IMPD’s 
plans for the year and 
made Chief Taylor’s first 
year on the job one with 
constant adjustments.

There will always be 
distractions and obsta-
cles, though, so what is it 
about the city’s plans that 
should make the commu-
nity hopeful for a better 
2021?
“We’re gonna focus like 

a laser this year,” Hogsett 
said.

One area where IMPD 
continues to put its faith 
is in the Crime Gun In-
telligence Center, which 
helps identify and arrest 
serial shooters. The 
center removed 288 guns 
and arrested 302 people 
in 2020, according to de-
partment data. Indiana 
State Police will become 
a partner this year.

The pandemic may also 
lead to a more stream-
lined workflow, as the 
department realized it 
doesn’t need every officer 
and detective in the same 
place doing case work.

Contact staff writer 
Tyler Fenwick at 317-
762-7853. Follow him on 
Twitter @Ty_Fenwick.

SAFETY
¨Continued from A1

success coach at Edna 
Martin Christian Center, 
was canvassing the com-
munity near 25th Street 
and Keystone Avenue on 
Jan. 12 when someone 
shot and killed him.

Details about Pur-
chase’s death are still 
mostly unknown, but 
Shonna Majors, the 
city’s director of com-
munity violence reduc-
tion, said during a vir-
tual public safety update 
Jan. 19 her understand-
ing is the shooter was 

“expecting trouble” at the 
door from someone else.

Instead, it was Pur-
chase — or “Mr. Johnny,” 
as he was known — 
placing flyers on doors 
to let people know about 
available resources, Ma-
jors said.

Community members 
and family gathered Jan. 
18 for a vigil to remem-
ber the work Purchase 
dedicated himself to.
“Mr. Johnny went out 

on a victory, making a 
difference, and he’s go-
ing to be remembered 
for that,” Indianapolis 
Metropolitan Police De-
partment Chief Randal 
Taylor said.

In an interview, Pur-

chase’s son, Jonathan 
Purchase, said he wants 
his father to be remem-
bered as someone who 
cared about uplifting 
and empowering his 
community.
“I want his legacy to 

be known that he was a 
king,” he said.

Purchase was known 
for working outside of 
the spotlight. He loved 

to dance and always 
seemed to have a smile.

Purchase had seven 
children and 11 grand-
children, for whom 
Jonathan said his father 
talked about leaving 
behind a foundation.

Jonathan said he 
hasn’t gotten official 
facts from the city or 
police department and 
wants people to keep 

pushing for answers 
about what happened to 
his father.
“I want the community 

to stand up and finish 
what my father started,” 
he said.

Contact staff writer Ty-
ler Fenwick at 317-762-
7853. Follow him on 
Twitter @Ty_Fenwick.

JOHNNY
¨Continued from A1



By TYLER FENWICK
tylerf@indyrecorder.com

A new division within the city’s Office 
of Public Health and Safety will give 
local government more tools to ad-
dress issues related to food access and 
equity.

The Division of Community Nutri-
tion and Food Policy will be respon-
sible for addressing racial inequity in 
the food system, creating food poli-
cies and programs, and reducing food 
insecurity in Indianapolis — all with 
an emphasis on food deserts and low-
income areas.

The division, approved by the city-
county council Jan. 11, will include two 
other pillars: the Indianapolis Food 
Access Coalition and Indianapolis 
Food Access Advisory Commission. 
The 13-member commission will act as 
a governing board for the coalition.

Councilor La Keisha Jackson, Dis-
trict 14, sponsored the proposal and 
said one of the biggest advantages to 
having a division dedicated to food 
access and equity within local govern-
ment is it creates a more direct line to 
policy action.

Part of the coalition’s responsibility 
will be to advise policymakers, orga-
nizations and funders regarding food 
initiatives and investments. The com-
mission will meet at least quarterly to 
collect information to assess food poli-
cies and recommend new policies.

Jackson said the new division also 
will  be able to work on the grocery 
and retail component of food deserts, 
which are areas of the city grocery 
stores stay away from because there 
isn’t enough of a profit motive.

Part of the commission’s responsi-
bility is to incentivize retailers with 
funding sources such as community 
development grants.

The coalition will operate indepen-
dently of local government but still re-
ceive funding through OPHS. Whatev-
er money the coalition gets will already 
be accounted for within OPHS; the 
city isn’t offering new funding.

The coalition will effectively re-
place the Indy Food Council, which 
launched in 2014 and partnered with 
OPHS to organize the Indy Food Fund.

“The passage of Proposal 337 marks 
a banner day for food access work in 
Indianapolis,” Mayor Joe Hogsett 
said in a statement. “These changes 
will enhance equity, empower neigh-
borhood food stakeholders, and lay 
the groundwork for a 
sustainable food system that benefits 
all residents.”

Milele Kennedy, food policy and 
program coordinator for the city since 
August 2019, will be the first director 
of the Division of Community Nutri-

tion and Food Policy.

Pushback on the council

Proposal 337 passed easily with only 
one no vote, but a council Republican 
tried to dampen language in the pro-
posal and said it will create redundant 
efforts in food access.

Michael-Paul Hart, District 18, pro-
posed an amendment during a Com-
munity Affairs Committee meeting 
to remove mentions of race, but the 
amendment failed.

At the full council meeting, coun-
cilor Zach Adamson, District 17, said 
mentioning race doesn’t mean the pro-

grams will only be for Black or brown 
people. He compared it to thinking 
“Black Lives Matter” means only Black 
lives matter.

Hart said he also opposed the pro-
posal because it will create “dupli-
cative” efforts in food access work, 
specifically mentioning the work done 
by Indy Hunger Network, a coalition 
of organizations.

Indy Hunger Network Executive Di-
rector Kate Howe was on the council 
meeting, which was virtual, and said 
the network supports the proposal.

Contact staff writer Tyler Fenwick at 
317-762-7853. Follow him on Twitter @
Ty_Fenwick.
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‘Banner day for food access’: 
Council approves new nutrition, food policy division

ABC of Diabetes Classes 
will Continue Virtually in 2021

The ABCs of Diabetes is a FREE 
four-part diabetes education series 
offered by the Marion County 
Public Health Department.  Topics 
include eating healthier, increas-
ing activity, and understanding 
medications. This program is free 
and open to anyone with diabetes, 
pre-diabetes, family members and 
friends.

Due to COVID-19, classes are 
being held online until it’s safe 
to meet again in-person. Partici-
pants don’t have to be tech savvy 
to join. Help is available if needed. 
Classes in February will be held on 
Wednesdays, Feb. 3, 10, 17 and 24 
from 5:30-7 p.m. 

In order to receive class materials 
by mail, the registration deadline 
is four business days prior to the 
first class each month. The reg-
istration deadline for February 
classes is Jan. 27.

Participants should plan on at-
tending all four classes. To register, 
please visit MarionHealth.org/dia-
betes, or call 317-221-2094. 

The ABCs of Diabetes program 
is accredited by the Association of 
Diabetes Care & Education Spe-
cialist.
Tobacco Product Use 
Among Youths Declined in 
2020

A report in December from the 
Centers for Disease Control and 
Prevention (CDC), in partner-
ship with the Food and Drug 
Administration (FDA), found 
that current tobacco product use 
declined among U.S. middle and 
high school students from 2019 to 
2020.

While the report points to a 
decrease in e-cigarette, cigar, 
and smokeless tobacco use, the 
National Youth Tobacco Survey 
also found that about 4.5 million 
students used some type of tobacco 
product in 2020.

The study looked at the use of 
tobacco products over a 30-day 
period, including e-cigarettes, cig-
arettes, cigars, smokeless tobacco, 
hookah, pipe tobacco, and heated 

tobacco products. 
Results show nearly 1 in 4 high 

school students were current users 
of any tobacco product in 2020, 
down from about 1 in 3 students in 
2019. About 1 in 15 middle school 
students surveyed were current 
users of any tobacco product in 
2020, down nearly half from 2019. 

For the seventh year in a row, e-
cigarettes were the most common-
ly used tobacco product among 
both middle and high school 
students. 

“The decline in tobacco product 
use over the past year is a win for 
public health,” said CDC Direc-
tor Robert R. Redfield, M.D. “Yet, 
our work is far from done. Nearly 
4.5 million U.S. youths still use 
tobacco products, putting a new 
generation at risk for nicotine ad-
diction and other health risks.”

“FDA will continue to moni-
tor the marketplace, expand our 
public education efforts, and use 
our regulatory authority to fur-
ther ensure all tobacco products, 
and e-cigarettes in particular, are 
not marketed to, sold to, or used 
by kids,” said FDA Commissioner 
Stephen M. Hahn, M.D.

Youth use of tobacco products in 
any form is unsafe. Tobacco use is 
the leading cause of preventable 
disease, disability, and death in the 
U.S. Nearly all tobacco use begins 
during youth and young adult-
hood.

The ongoing use of evidence-
based tobacco control strategies, 
combined with tobacco product 
regulation by FDA, is needed for 
continuing progress toward reduc-
ing and preventing all types of to-
bacco product use among youths. 

As the tobacco product landscape 
continues to change, monitoring 
youth tobacco product use, includ-
ing new products, is important to 
inform public health policy and 
practice at national, state and local 
levels.

More information is available at 
BeTobaccoFree.gov and FDA’s “The 
Real Cost” campaign.
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By STACY M. BROWN
NNPA Newswire National 
Correspondent

Fifty-three years after 
Dr. Martin Luther King’s 
assassination, and 38 
years after his birth date 
became a national federal 
holiday, America is now 
facing another pivotal 
moment of national racial 
reckoning.

While parades and 
other festive gatherings 
for the heroic civil rights 
leader did not occur 
this year because of the 
COVID-19 pandemic, 
national and local orga-
nizations throughout the 
country still honored Dr. 
King’s legacy.

In Maryland, the 
nonprofit Civic Works 
welcomed groups of 
volunteers to participate 
in its annual MLK Day of 
Service. 

The 9 a.m. plans in-
cluded 150 volunteers 
banding together across 
nine sites (both physi-
cally, with COVID-19 
safety precautions, and 
virtually) to help green a 
vacant lot in Baltimore, 
landscape urban farms, 
sort clothes for Ameri-
Corps members, writing 
cards to seniors and clean 
public spaces.

The Brooklyn Academy 
of Music — or BAM — 
hosted a tribute that in-
cluded a keynote address 
from Black Lives Matter 
Global Network founder 
Alicia Garza.

In Florida, the Dr. 
Martin Luther King 
Celebration Committee of 
St. Johns County hosted 
the 36th annual Com-
memorative Event in the 
Lewis Auditorium in St. 
Augustine, Florida, and 
online as a virtual event 
in a celebration of the 

By PHILIP MARCELO
Associated Press

BOSTON (AP) — A major memorial honoring 
Martin Luther King Jr. and Coretta Scott King is 
moving forward in Boston, where they met and stud-
ied in the 1950s.

King Boston, the privately funded organization 
coordinating the estimated $9.5 million project, said 
this week that fabrication of a roughly 22-foot-high 
bronze sculpture depicting four arms embracing is 
expected to begin in March after years of planning.

When unveiled late next year, “The Embrace” will 
be one of the country’s largest new memorials dedi-
cated to racial equity, the organization says. It will be 
installed on Boston Common near the site of a 1965 
rally and march led by MLK, who would have turned 
92 on Friday.

Imari Paris Jeffries, King Boston’s executive direc-
tor, said organizers hope their broader effort serves 
as a model for how public monuments can spark 
positive action in the wake of the national reckoning 
on racism sparked by the killing of George Floyd in 
Minneapolis last year.

Besides the King memorial, the organization is also 
raising money to build an economic justice center in 
Roxbury, a historically Black neighborhood in Boston 
where MLK preached. It also plans to launch an an-
nual gathering exploring issues of race and equity.

“It’s not only how symbols and monuments rep-
resent this commitment to equity and inclusion,” 
Jeffries said. “It’s also about how research, data and 
policy work to find new solutions, and how we use 
the arts and humanities to ground us.”

Dr. Vicki Crawford, director of the MLK collection 
at Morehouse College, the civil rights leader’s alma 
mater in Atlanta, said the Boston project also stands 
out because it honors the sizeable contributions of 
Coretta Scott King alongside her husband.

She founded the Martin Luther King Jr. Center for 
Nonviolent Social Change in Atlanta and led the suc-
cessful push to make his birthday a national holiday 
after his assassination in 1968.

“She hasn’t received adequate recognition for insti-
tutionalizing his philosophy of nonviolence,” Craw-
ford said. “He could not have done it without her by 

his side.”
Other recent monuments to MLK include a bronze 

statue on Georgia Capitol grounds, dedicated in 
2017, and the towering granite likeness off the Na-
tional Mall that opened in 2011.

King Boston was launched in 2017 to address what 
organizers viewed as a glaring deficiency, considering 
MLK spent some of his formative years in Boston. 
The Georgia native earned a doctorate in theology 
from Boston University and was assistant minister at 
the city’s Twelfth Baptist Church.

The memorial effort was later broadened to honor 
Coretta Scott King, who earned a degree in music 
education from the New England Conservatory. It 

has been further expanded to also recognize Boston 
civil rights leaders during the 1960s, whose names 
will be memorialized in the surrounding plaza.

Like other racial justice efforts, Jeffries said King 
Boston has been bolstered by civic activism following 
Floyd’s killing. The organization collected roughly $8 
million of the total $12 million it has raised to date in 
roughly eight months last year, he said.

The project also comes as Boston, which was 
scarred by violent protests over efforts to desegregate 
its public schools in the 1970s, is enjoying something 
of a “Black Renaissance,” Jeffries said.

The city of almost 700,000 residents, roughly a 
quarter of them Black, now has its first Black police 
commissioner and is also home to the state’s first 
Black female district attorney and the state’s first 
Black congresswoman. Soon, New England’s larg-
est city will also have its first Black and first female 
mayor.

“It seems with every passing day this piece becomes 
so necessary,” said Hank Willis Thomas, the Brooklyn 
artist who designed the Boston memorial. “I never 
imagined how prescient this would be.”

Where MLK and Coretta met 
and studied, a memorial will rise

This Aug. 28, 1963, file photo shows Dr. Martin Luther King Jr. acknowledging the crowd at the Lincoln Memorial for his 
“I Have a Dream” speech during the March on Washington. 

America honors Dr. Martin Luther King Jr.

memory of Dr. King and 
the influence he had in 
the passage of the Civil 
Rights Act of 1964.

NNPA President and 
CEO, Dr. Benjamin F. 
Chavis Jr., was the fea-
tured speaker. 

Dr. Chavis addressed 
the theme, “Our Lives 
Begin to End the Day 
We Become Silent about 
Things That Matter.”  
Chavis stated, “Dr. King’s 
dream and courage for 
freedom, justice and 
equality for all must be 
reaffirmed and practiced 
in 2021 across America 
and throughout the 
world.”

The Presidential Inau-
gural Committee hosted 
“United We Serve: A Cel-
ebration of the National 
MLK Day of Service.” 

Participants included 
Rev. Dr. Bernice King; 
Martin Luther King III; 
Chesca; Rep. Sharice 
Davids, D-Kan.; Rosario 
Dawson; Andra Day; Yo-
Yo Ma; Rev. Al Sharpton; 
Sean Patrick Thomas; 
Diane Warren; Lynn 
Whitfield; and Bebe 
Winans.

In Houston, the 43rd 
Annual Original MLK 
Day Virtual Experience 
& Live Parade of Giving 
occured at MacGregor 
Park. There, residents 
were asked to drop off 
donations to be distrib-
uted to those in need. 

In Pennsylvania, 
the Greater Pittsburgh 
Community Food 
Bank celebrated Martin 
Luther King Jr.’s legacy 
with its “Food justice is 

social justice” campaign. 
The food bank opened 

one of its warehouses to 
30 volunteers to prepare 
food for distribution 
across the organization’s 
11-county service area. 

In Atlanta, the Beloved 
Community Commemo-
rative Service capped a 
weeklong celebration of 
Dr. King’s life that fea-
tured a keynote address 
by Bishop T.D. Jakes. 
The event was online and 
featured remarks from 
Grammy-winning gospel 
artist Kirk Franklin and 
U.N. Deputy Secretary-
General Amina J. Mo-
hammed. 

In California, Stanford 
University’s four-day 
online festival honor-
ing Dr. King’s life and 
legacy culminated on the 

holiday with musical per-
formances, documentary 
films and conversations 
inspired by the question: 
Where do we go from 
here?

“I hope the King Holi-
day can become an occa-
sion for informing people 
about King’s legacy and 
how it relates to the 
King Institute, but more 
broadly, how it relates to 
the San Francisco Bay 
Area,” Clayborne Carson, 
the Martin Luther King, 
Jr. centennial professor 
of history emeritus at 
Stanford, and director 
of the King Institute, 
told the university’s news 
service.

“One of the things that 
will be made clear is that 
the King family has had a 
very special relationship 

with this area and with 
Stanford.”

In Detroit, the Charles 
H. Wright Museum of 
African American Histo-
ry hosted film screenings 
and other programming 
that included a museum-
wide livestream of the 
keynote speech by PBS 
White House correspon-
dent Yamiche Alcindor.

Rev. Dr. Bernice King 
posted a heartfelt thank-
you on Twitter to all 
those observing her late 
father’s holiday.

“Thank you for the 
loving, sincere ways that 
you honored and cel-
ebrated my father on his 
birthday,” she wrote in 
the post that included a 
photo of her, her father 
and her mother.

This artist's rendering provided by MASS 
Design Group illustrates a proposed monu-
ment entitled "The Embrace," consisting of 
four 22-foot-high intertwined bronze arms. As 
cities and states continue to grapple with the 
legacy of controversial monuments, Boston 
is moving forward with a major effort com-
memorating Martin Luther King Jr. and Coretta 
Scott King. Organizers are building what they 
say will be the country's largest memorial ded-
icated to racial equity at the site of a 1965 civil 
rights rally that MLK led on the city's historic 
Boston Common. (Hank Willis Thomas/MASS 
Design Group via AP)
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ORDER OF SERVICE

St. Luke Missionary 
Baptist Church
5325 E. 30th Street

543-9505
www.stlukeindy.org

Sunday School 8:30 a.m.
Morning Worship  10:00 a.m
Mid-Week Service/
Bible Class Wednesday  6:30 p.m.

Rev. Curtis L. Vance, Pastor, and 
Sis. Charlye Jean Vance

Friendship 
Missionary 

Baptist Church
1302 North Goodlet

Indianapolis, 
Indiana 46222

 

 Pastor, Rev. Ronald 
Covington Sr. 

Sunday Morning 
Service

Fulfillment Hour 
(Sunday School) 

9:30a-10:30are

Morning Worship 10:45
 

Wednesdays
Morning Prayer Meeting 

& Bible Study, 9:30 a.m.

Prayer & Praise on 
Purpose/Bible Study, 

6:30p.m.

Pleasant Union 
Missionary 

Baptist Church
1202 Eugene St. 

Indpls, Indiana 46208
phone 925-4382 

fax 283-5615
Sunday Worship

10:50 am
Sunday School

9:15 am
Monday Morning Prayer

6:00am
Wed. Bible Study

12:00 noon & 7:00pm
Thurs. Family Living

7:00pm
Fri. Victory Over Addictions

7:00pm

Pastor Nello 
A. Holman 
and First Lady 
Kay Holman

SPIRITUAL OUTLOOK

CONTACT US:  
Monday-Friday 8:30 AM - 5:30 PM

Office: (317) 591-5050  |  easternstarchurch.org

ROCK CITY MONDAYS
Ages 12-18 | Main Campus

5-8 PM | Registration required

NOONDAY BIBLE STUDY
Main Campus

Wednesdays | Noon

FAMILY WORD NIGHT
Main Campus | Wednesdays

7 PM | Classes for everyone

J O I N  U S  F O R

ROCK FRESH MARKET HOURS:  
Monday - Friday 8 AM - 6 PM

Saturday and Sunday 11 AM - 4 PM

Senior Pastor Jeffrey A. Johnson, Sr. & Lady Sharon A. Johnson

ONE CHURCH
THREE LOCATIONS

Fishers Campus: ........................9:15 AM
Cooper Road Campus: ...............10:45 AM
Main Campus: ............................12:15 PM

Visit our website or ESC App and click Watch Live.
• Live stream Sunday services at 9:15 AM, 10:45 AM & 12:15 PM

• Sermons on demand anytime

• Sermon Rebroadcasts: Thursdays at 7 PM and Saturdays at 11 AM

To give, click the GIVE button on our website. 
Download via Google Play, Windows Phone, 
and Apple App Store.

TUNE IN  Life-changing broadcasts available via:

WTLC-AM 1310/92.7 FM (Radio) Sermons

Tuesday, Wednesday, Thursday at 9:15 AM

APPLE TV, ROKU, AMAZON

Connect for live stream or on demand

Fishers Campus
8850 E. 106th St. 

Fishers, IN

Cooper Road Campus
5805 Cooper Rd. 

Indpls, IN

Main Campus
5750 E. 30th St. Indpls, IN

ONE CHURCH THREE LOCATIONS

James Albert Stockton was born on Septem-
ber 28, 1949. He was the son of George Stockton 
and Alice Ruth Richardson.

James was baptized during his youth at New 
Garfield Missionary Baptist Church.

James received his education from India-
napolis Public Schools. While attending Arsenal 
Technical High School, he decided to enlist in 
the United States Marine Corps. He served in 
the military from June 20, 1968 - June 19, 1972. 
He fought in combat during the Vietnam War 
and earned the Purple Heart. He also earned 
his GED and then graduated with an associate 
degree from Ivy Tech Community College.

For the majority of his career, James worked 
for two companies, AM General and Rolls-Royce 
Corporation. At Rolls-Royce Corporation, he 
served as a Skilled Trades Parts Inspector.

James was an avid gardener. He grew a 
variety of fruits and vegetables each year and 
kept some for himself and shared the rest of 
his harvest with family and friends. Nicknamed 
“The Professor” by his mom, he could regularly 
be found reading a book and anyone near him 
would find themselves on the receiving end of 
the information he had learned. In addition 
to reading books, he loved watching 
football and read the newspaper daily. 
He rarely missed an opportunity to 
complete the crossword puzzles and 
sudoku puzzles in the paper.

James enjoyed building and creating; 
he always had different projects he was 
completing. However, those 
projects never interfered 
with his devotion 
to his family 

and friends. He was known to be dependable. 
If a person needed help, no matter the hour, he 
was there.

James was married to his wife, Lisa, for 
35 years. He loved spending time with his 
three daughters and four grandchildren. He 
enjoyed making games for them to play in his 
backyard.

James Albert Stockton, also called Jim 
by family and friends, departed this life on 
January 2, 2021.

James is survived by his wife Lisa K. (Towns) 
Stockton; daughters Shawnta (Jermaine) 
Barnes, Alice Stockton, Sherry Stockton; 
siblings Paul E. Stockton, Martha Stockton, Ruth 
(Ronnie) Curry, Everett Stockton; four grand-
children Zoe Bruce, Jeremiah Barnes, James 
Barnes, Phoenix Bruce; and a host of other 
relatives and friends. Service for James will be 
held, 12:00 p.m., Wednesday, January 27, 2021, 
at Williams and Bluitt Funeral Home Peoples’ 
Chapel, 5252 E. 38th Street, Indianapolis, Indi-
ana, with visitation held from 10:00 a.m. until 
time of service at 12:00 p.m., all taking place 

at Williams and Bluitt Funeral 
Home. The visitation is open 

to the public; the funeral 
is private. Interment 
will follow at New 
Crown Cemetery, 2101 
Churchman Avenue, 

Indianapolis, Indiana.

Obituary James A. Stockton

BY REV. MARION J. MILLER

“I will pour out my Spirit on all people 
… your young men will see visions … 
and your old men will dream.” Acts 2:17

We live in a rapidly changing world of 
inequality. This inequality is based on re-
ligion, race, gender and social status. The 
result of this inequality is social injustice, 
racism, discrimination, wars and geno-
cide. This is NOT God’s kingdom!

But God’s kingdom is coming! When 
it fully arrives, there will be no inequal-
ity in it. For in God’s kingdom there will 
be social justice and equality for all! This 
is the kind of dream God gave Rev. Dr. 
Martin Luther King Jr. for our nation. It 
is the same dream that God wants like 
followers to have. This is why Christ’s fol-
lowers persistently and continually pray 
and ask for God’s kingdom to come! “Thy 
Kingdom Come, Thy Will Be Done, on 
earth as it is in heaven.”

Followers of Christ are not only pray-
ing for God’s kingdom to come, but His 
followers are also living now for social 

What is your dream?
justice and equality. His followers are 
empowered and enabled because a de-
posit of God’s kingdom has been placed 
within each of us. And with this deposit 
of God’s kingdom within us, we become 
ONE. 

Every person in the world has this op-
portunity! It is an opportunity that we 
must all live and proclaim. It’s the oppor-
tunity of the cross that allows individuals 
to be born into God’s family regardless 
of who their parents are, where they are 
born or their gender. This opportunity 
is not just for the rich or the poor, the 
educated or the uneducated. This oppor-
tunity is for all!

Christ died for all! The reason that 
Christ died for all is because God loves all 
people. John 3:16 says, “For God so loved 
the world — that He gave His one and 
only Son that whosoever believes in Him 
shall not perish but have eternal life.”

Dr. King willingly shared his dream 
with this nation. He won the bus battle, 
the Civil Rights Act and the Nobel Peace 
Prize. But the basic battles for libera-
tion, justice, freedom and peace continue 
yet today. This could cause one to fear 
that we are losing our collective national 
dreams or that we are losing our dreams 
and visions for a great and imaginative 
nation. 

Without a dream, life withers and 
dies. Only a dream can bring a person 
back from death’s door. And only great 
dreams, and the sacrificial energy to 
achieve them, can restore our nation back 
to good health. We need to ask ourselves 
as a nation: “What is your dream?”

A person and a nation thrive on a vi-
sion and the possibility and not on fear, 
negativity and violence. This is why Acts 
2:17 is so important. It says, “I will pour 
out my Spirit on all people … your young 
men will see visions, your old men will 
dream.”

Dr. King invites us to a dream of 
national healing. This will help keep 
Dr. King’s dream alive! The Bible says, 
“That the young and the old shall dream 
dreams.” And when we do, we all can cry 
out: “Free at last, free at last, thank God 
almighty, I’m free at last!”

Rev. Marion J. Miller is senior pastor 
of Wesley United Methodist Church, Jef-
fersonville. Contact her at 812-283-3747 
or wesley1201@sbcglobal.net.
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By OMER YUSUF
The Daily Memphian

MEMPHIS, Tenn. 
(AP) — The creator of 
a new coffee club in the 
Heights neighborhood 
seeks to create conversa-
tions about the historical 
intersection between 
Black people and one of 
the world’s most popular 
drinks.

Three days a week, 
those driving or walk-
ing on National Street 
will see a sign that reads 
“We Got Black Coffee, 
Mane!” next to a circular 
table with a coffee ther-
mos and two chairs. The 
coffee is prepared inside 
the space named “Not a 
Coffee Shop.”

Bartholomew Jones 
opened “Not a Coffee 
Shop” in early January. 
Jones, whose given name 
is Maurice Henderson, 
is a rapper and cof-
fee entrepreneur who 
lives in the Heights — a 
neighborhood around 
Summer Avenue and Na-
tional Street encompass-
ing Brinkley Heights, 
Mitchell Heights, 
Highland Heights and 
Graham Heights.

Jones and his wife, 
Renata Harrison, are the 
founders of cxffeeblack, 
which also produces 
original content, sells ap-
parel and its own roast, 
Guji Mane.

Not a Coffee Shop is 
the company’s latest en-
deavor to re-imagine the 
Black narrative around 
coffee in Memphis, and 
Jones could not think of 
a better place to open the 
coffee club than his own 
neighborhood.

“Us being in the neigh-
borhood, in the ‘hood, 
gives us the advantage 
of talking to Black and 
brown people every day 
about coffee,” Jones said. 
“They’re my neighbors. ... 
It gives us an advantage 
because we get to create 
our own market.”

Not a Coffee Shop of-
fers first sips of all of its 
products for free, and 
then charges $2 for a full 
serving.

The search for a “Not 
a Coffee Shop” space 
ended when the Heights 
Community Develop-
ment Corporation loaned 
one of its spaces on Na-
tional Street to Jones for 
his business. It’s a unique 
partnership between a 
nonprofit centered on 
housing and Jones’ focus 
on cxffeeblack.

“He’s a visionary. He 
has a deeper meaning 
to everything, that’s 
been really helpful,” said 
Heights CDC Executive 
Director Jared Myers. 
“The relationship has 
been one of learning.”

Jones’ interest in coffee 
grew during his college 
years in Chicago and 
intensified after his wife 
gave him an espresso 
machine several years 
ago. That allowed him 
to explore coffee both 
in terms of making and 
learning about its origins 
— it hasn’t slowed down.

That inspired cxffee-
black’s mission to edu-
cate Black people about 
their history and the 
origin of coffee, which as 
told in one legend, can 
be traced back to Ethio-
pia in Africa centuries 
ago, according to the 
National Coffee Associa-
tion.

“Maybe the issue is 
Black people haven’t had 
coffee presented to them 
as something that is 
inherently Black,” Jones 
said. “I started doing 
a lot of art and educa-
tion (on coffee’s origins) 
because I was a teacher 
and rapper. I used those 
two skill sets to present 
information to people.”

Memphian J.C. Cofield 
manages “Not a Coffee 
Shop.” A former Star-
bucks manager, Cofield 
used to serve a far big-
ger variety of drinks to 

Not a Coffee Shop aims to 
create conversation, change

customers in a shorter 
period of time, in about 
30 seconds or so. By 
comparison, a pour over 
of black coffee at the cof-
fee club takes about 3 to 
4 minutes.

Cofield has grown to 
appreciate the beverage 
in its pure form.

Just as she also hopes 
natural coffee can be 
accepted, she hopes 
through building rela-
tionships and conversa-
tions at the coffee club, 
the same can be achieved 
in ending racism.

“I think people look 
at coffee and think in 
order for this to be good 
it needs x, y and z, and 
I think for Black people 
in order for these people 
to be acceptable in this 
society they need x, y and 
z they can’t just be who 
they are intrinsically,” 
Cofield said.

Not a Coffee Shop, where J.C. Cofield brews black coffee for customers, opened in early Janu-
ary. (Photos/Brad Vest/Daily Memphian)

J.C. Cofield pours a cup of coffee.
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Rates
As an historic 
publication that 
has served the 
Indianapolis 
community for 
nearly 124 years, 
it’s with regret 
that the Recorder 
must raise its 
rates for legal 
notices.
  
Over the past few 
years there have 
been undeniable 
increases in the 
cost of the paper, 
yet our company 
has absorbed the 
costs without 
increasing rates. 
Unfortunately, 
that is no longer 
feasible as costs 
continue to 
skyrocket. While 
our rates will 
increase effective 
Jan. 1, 2019, the 
rates are still 
lower than other 
media outlets.

We want to 
thank you for 
all the support 
you have shown 
us and ask for 
your continued 
support.

If you have any 
questions, please 
do not hesitate 
to call Rapheal 
Matthew at (317) 
924-5143 or 
email legals@
indyrecorder.com
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NAME CHANGE

STATE OF INDIANA
COUNTY OF MARION, ss:
IN THE CIRCUIT COURT 
IN RE: THE NAME CHANGE 
OF
JERILYNN JAYE (HEATER) 
BENNETT
Petitioner
CAUSE NO. 
49C01-2005-MI-016706

ALIAS NOTICE OF 
HEARING 

FOR PUBLICATION 
IN NEWSPAPER 

Notice is hereby given 
that Petitioner JERILYNN  
JAYE (HEATER) BENNETT,  
fi led a verifi ed Petition for 
Change of Name,  change 
the name from Jerilynn Jaye 
(Heater) Bennett  to Jerlynn 
Jaye (Heater) Bennett. The 
petition is scheduled for 
hearing in the Marion Circuit 
Court on , March 23rd, 2021 
at 9:00 am, which is more 
thirty (30) days after the 
third notice of publication. 
The matter will be heard 
remotely. The Court will 
issue a WebEx invitation at 
least 48 hours before the 
hearing.  Any person has 
the right to appear at the 
hearing and to fi le written 
objections on or before the 
hearing date.
Myla A. Eldridge, Clerk

01/01/21
01/08/21
01/15/21
01/22/21

DISSOLUTION

SUMMONS - SERVICE BY 
PUBLICATION

STATE OF INDIANA
COUNTY OF MARION SS:
IN RE THE MARRIAGE OF:
AQUEELAH DIARRA,
Petitioner,
and
BABA DIARRA,
Respondent.
IN THE MARION SUPERIOR 
COURT
CIVIL DIVISION, ROOM 
NO.
CAUSE NO. 
49D07-2011-DC-040213
Notice of Suit
To the Respondent above 
named. and any other 
person who may be 
concerned. You are notifi ed 
that you have been sued in 
the Court above named. The 
nature of the suit against 
you is:
The Petitioner has fi led suit 
to dissolve her marriage to 
the Respondent.
This swnmons by publication 
is specifi cally directed 
to the following named 
Respondent(s)
whose addresses are: Not 
Applicable.
and to the follov.1ng 
Respondent(s) whose 
whereabouts are unknown: 
Baba Diarra.
In addition to the above 
named Respondent being 
served by this summons 
there may be other 
Respondents who have an 
interest in this law suit. If 
you have a claim for relief 
against the Petitioner arising 
from the same transaction or 
occurrence, you must assert 
it in your written answer. You 
must answer the Complaint 
in writing, by you or your 
attorney, on or before 
the last day the notice of 
publication of the petition for 
dissolution of marriage was 
fi led in this case (thecsame 
being within thirty (30) days 
after the Third Notice of 
Suit), and if you fail to do 
so a judgment by default 
may be entered against you 
for the relief demanded by 
Petitioner in her complaint.

01/08/21
01/15/21
01/22/21

NAME CHANGE

STATE OF INDIANA
COUNTY OF MARION, ss:
IN THE CIRCUIT COURT 
IN RE: THE NAME CHANGE 
OF: 
FLORA JEAN SCHMIDT,                                                   
Petitioner
CAUSE NO. 
49C01-2011-MI-417445

NOTICE OF PETITION 
FOR CHANGE OF NAME

The Petitioner FLORA JEAN 
SCHMIDT, hereby give 
notices that she has fi led 
Petition in the County of 
Marion, State of Indiana, 
hereby gives notices that 
she fi led a petition in the 
Marion COUNTY Circuit 
Court requesting that her 
name be changed to Jean F. 
Schmidt.   Notice is further 
r given that the hearing be 
held on sid Petition on he 
28th day of March 2021, at 
9:00 am.
Myla A. Eldridge, Clerk

01/08/21
01/15/21
01/22/21

NOTICE OF 
ADMINISTRATION

STATE OF INDIANA
COUNTY OF MARION SS:
IN THE MARION COUNTY 
COURT
PROBATE DIVISION
IN THE MATTER OF THE 
ANCILLARY ESTATE OF:                                        
CAUSE NO. 
49D08-2012-EU-044952
LU ANNE FLEENOR,
Decedent
CLINTON FLEENOR,
Petitioner

NOTICE OF 
ADMINISTRATION

Notice is hereby given that 
on the December 22, 2020, 
date, Clinton Fleenor was 
appointed personal rep-
resentative of the ancillary 
estate of Lu Anne Fleenor, 
deceased, who died on May 
8, 2020.
All persons having claims 
against this estate, whether 
or not now due, must fi le 
the claim in the offi ce of the 
Clerk of this Court within 
three (3) months from the 
date of the fi rst publication 
of this notice, or within nine 
(9) months after the dece-
dent’s death, whichever is 
earlier, or the claims will be 
forever barred.
Dated at Marion County, 
Indiana this December 22, 
2020 date.
Clerk of the Court of Marion 
County

01/08/21
01/15/21
01/22/21

NOTICE OF 
ADMINISTRATION

GORDON SHUMWAY

Myla A. Eldridge, Clerk

DISSOLUTION

STATE OF INDIANA
COUNTY OF MARION
IN RE THE MARRIAGE OF: 
DONNA BARTOLON LONG 
Petitioner, 
and
JOSE LUIS BARTOLON 
ROBLERO
Respondent
IN THE MARION SUPERIOR 
COURT
CIVIL DIVISION ROOM 14
CAUSE NO. 
49D14-2012-DN-043308

NOTICE OF SUIT
The State of Indiana to the 
Respondent above named, 
and any other person who 
may be
concerned.
You are notifi ed that you 
have been sued in the Court 
named above.
The nature of the suit against 
you is: Dissolution
This summons by 
publication is specially 
directed to the following 
named Respondent whose
address is:
And to the following 
Respondent whose 
whereabouts are unknown:
Jose Luis Bartolon Roblero
In addition to the above-
named Respondent(s) being 
served this summons there 
may be other Respondents 
who have an interest in this 
lawsuit.
If you have a claim for relief 
against the Petitioner arising 
from the same transaction or 
occurrence, you must assert 
it in your written answer. You 
must answer the Complaint 
in writing, by you or your 
attorney. On or before the 
day of _, 2021, (the same 
being within thirty (30) days 
after the Third Notice of 
Suit) and if you fail to do so 
a judgment will be entered 
against you for what the 
Petitioner has demanded.
Date: December 9, 2020
Myla A. Eldridge, Clerk

01/15/21
01/22/21
01/29/21

DISSOLUTION

STATE OF INDIANA
COUNTY OF MARION
COURT OF
CIVIL DIVISION 
DOLORES DEL ROSARIO 
HERRERA DIAZ  
Plaintiff
Vs
RAMIRO JOSE ROBLES 
JARRIN
Defendant 
CAUSE NO. 
49D14-2012-DC-044998

NOTICE OF SUIT
The State of Indiana to the 
Respondent above named, 
and any other person who 
may be concerned. You 
are notifi ed that you have 
been sued in the Court 
above named. The nature 
of the suit against you is 
Petition for Dissolution of 
Marriage with full custody of 
minor. And to the following 
named respondent whose 
addresses are: Respondent 
lives in the country of 
Ecuador, unkniown his 
whereabouts. And to the 
following Respondent being 
served whose whereabouts 
are unknown: Ramiro Jose 
Robles Jarrin  In addition 
to the above named 
respondent being served by 
this summons there may be 
other defendants who have 
an interest in this law suit. If 
you have a claim for relief 
against the Petitioner arising 
from the same transaction or 
occurrence, you must assert 
it in your written answer, You 
must answer the Complaint 
in writing, by you or your 
attorney, on or before the _ 
day of _, _, (the same being 
within thirty (30) days after 
the Third Notice of Suit. 
and if you fail to do so a 
judgment will be entered 
against you for what the 
plaintiff has demanded.
Myla A. Eldridge, Clerk

01/15/21
01/22/21
01/29/21

DISSOLUTION

SUMMONS
MARCQUISE D. WILSON 
Plaintiff
VS
CHEYENE A. FERNANDES-
WILSON
Defendant
In the Marion Superior 
Court, Room No.
CAUSE NO.
49D12-2002-DN-005424
TO DEFENDANT: (Name)
CHEYENE A. FERNANDES-
WILSON
(Address) 4346 Guilford 
Ave.
Indianapolis, IN 46229
You are hereby notifi ed that 
you have been sued by the 
person narned as plaintiff 
and in the Court indicated 
above.
The nature of the suit 
against you is stated in the 
complaint which is attached 
to this Summons. It also 
stales the relief sought or 
the demand made against 
you be the plaintiff.
An answer or other 
appropriate response in 
writing to the complaint must 
be fi led either by you or 
your attorney within twenty 
(20) days, commencing the 
day after you receive this 
Summons, (or twenty·three 
(23). days if this Summons 
was received by mail), or a 
judgment by default may be 
rendered against you for the 
relief demanded by plaintiff.
If you bave a claim for relief 
against the plaintiff arising 
from the same transaction or 
occurrence, you must assert 
it in your written answer.
If you need the name 
of an attorney, you may 
contact the Indianapolis 
Bar Association Lawyer 
Referral Service (269-2222), 
or the Marion County Bar 
Association Lawyer Referral 
Service (634-3950).
Dated 2/5/2020
Myla A. Eldridge, Clerk

01/15/21
01/22/21
01/29/21

NAME CHANGE

STATE OF INDIANA
COUNTY 0F MARION SS
IN THE MARION CIRCUIT 
COURT
CIVIL DIVISION 4
IN RE THE NAME CHANGE 
OF:
ETHEL REBECCA CARR, 
Petitioner 
CAUSE: 
49C01-2012-MI-042560
NOTICE OF HEARING ON 
PETITION FOR CHANGE 
OF NAME
COMES NOW the Petitioner, 
Ethel Rebecca Carr, and 
submits her Verifi ed Petition 
for Name Change of Adult 
and hereby gives notice that 
Petition for Change of Name 
for an Adult has
been fi led in the Marion 
County Circuit Court request 
that the name of Ethel 
Rebecca Carr be
changed to Rebecca E. 
Carr. The Court, being fully 
advised in the matter, now 
fi nds that this
matter should be and is 
hereby set for hearing. 
WHEREFORE the Court 
orders that Name Change 
Hearing is scheduled for the 
16th day of March, 2021, at 
9:00 a.m., which is more than 
thirty (30) days after the third 
publication of this Notice, for 
Thirty (30) minutes. Notice is 
further given that any person 
has the right to appear at 
the hearing on said Petition 
and/or to fi le objections on 
or before the hearing date.
This hearing may be held 
in person at the City-
County Building, 200 East 
Washington Street, Room 
W506, Indianapolis, IN 
46204; however, if the 
COVID-19 pandemic is 
ongoing, or the Court gets 
authority to continue remote 
hearings, this hearing will 
be held remotely, by WebEx 
or Zoom, and the Court 
will send separate WebEx 
or Zoom email invitation, 
with instructions, to join the 
hearing.
IT IS SO ORDERED 
ADJUDGED AND DECREED 
this December 6, 2020
Susan Boatright 
Magistrate, Marion County 
Circuit Court
Distribution:
Rachel A. East 
HOCKER ASSOCIATES, 
LLC,
6626 East 75th Street, 
Suite 410
Indianapolis, Indiana 46250

01/15/21
01/22/21
01/29/21

NAME CHANGE

STATE OF INDIANA
COUNTY OF MARION, ss:
IN THE CIRCUIT COURT 
IN RE: THE NAME CHANGE 
OF: 
NEAL SIMON BARLETT                                              
Petitioner
CAUSE NO. 
49C01-2011-MI-039777
VERIFIED  PETITION FOR 

CHANGE OF NAME
Notice is hereby given that 
Petitioner NEAL SIMON 
BARLETT, fi led a verifi ed 
Petition for Change of Name 
to change the name of 
Neal Simon Barlett to Neal 
Simon Furgan. The petition 
is scheduled for hearing in 
the Marion Circuit Court on 
February  23, 2021 at 1.30 
pm, which is more thirty (30) 
days after the third notice of 
publication.  Any person has 
the right to appear at the 
hearing and to fi le written 
objections on or before the 
hearing date. 
Myla A. Eldridge, Clerk

01/15/21
01/22/21
01/29/21

NAME CHANGE

STATE OF INDIANA
COUNTY OF MARION, ss:
IN THE CIRCUIT COURT 
IN RE: THE NAME CHANGE 
OF: 
SONI DAYAL                                              
Petitioner
CAUSE NO. 
49C01-2012-MI-0433271

NOTICE OF PETITION 
FOR CHANGE OF NAME

Notice is hereby given 
that Petitioner Soni Dayal, 
fi led a verifi ed Petition for 
Change of Name to change 
the name of Soni Dayal  to 
Gaurav Gholiya. The petition 
is scheduled for hearing in 
the Marion Circuit Court on 
March 26, 2021 at 11.30 
am, which is more thirty (30) 
days after the third notice of 
publication.  Any person has 
the right to appear at the 
hearing and to fi le written 
objections on or before the 
hearing date. 
Myla A. Eldridge, Clerk

01/15/21
01/22/21
01/29/21

NOTICE OF 
ADMINISTRATION

STATE OF INDIANA
COUNTY OF MARION SS:
IN THE MARION COUNTY 
COURT
PROBATE DIVISION 
IN THE MATTER OF THE
ESTATE OF:                                                            
CAUSE NO. 
49D08-2101-EU-000174
TERESA ANN TROUT,
Decedent,
REBAKAH L. HILL-SKATES,
Petitioner.

NOTICE OF 
ADMINISTRATION

Notice is hereby given that 
on the January 4, 2021 date, 
Rebakah L. Hill-Skates was 
appointed personal repre-
sentative of the estate of 
Teresa Ann Trout, deceased, 
who died on November 15, 
2020.
All persons having claims 
against this estate, whether 
or not now due, must fi le 
the claim in the offi ce of the 
Clerk of this Court Within 
three (3) months from the 
date of the fi rst publication of 
this notice, or within nine (9) 
months after the decedent’s 
death, whichever is earlier, 
or the claims will be forever 
barred.
Dated at Marion County, In-
diana this January 4, 2021 
date.
Clerk of the Court of Marion 
County

01/15/21
01/22/21

NOTICE OF 
ADMINISTRATION

GORDON SHUMWAY

Myla A. Eldridge, Clerk

NOTICE OF 
ADMINISTRATION

STATE OF INDIANA
COUNTY OF MARION SS:
IN THE MARION SUPERIOR 
COURT
PROBATE DIVISION
ESTATE DOCKET NO.:
49D08-2012-EU-045973
IN THE MATTER OF THE 
ESTATE OF
JANET E. MAAS-CATT, 
DECEASED

NOTICE OF 
ADMINISTRATION

Notice is hereby given that 
on  January 4, 2021 Rob-
ert D. Maas was appointed 
personal representative of 
the Estate of Janet E. Maas-
Catt, deceased, Who died 
on the 4th day of December, 
2020.
All persons having claims 
against this estate, whether 
or not now due, must fi le 
the claim in the offi ce of the 
Clerk of this Court Within 
three (3) months from the 
date of the fi rst publication 
of this notice, or within nine 
(9) months after the dece-
dent’s death, whichever is 
earlier, or the claims Will be 
forever barred.
Dated at Indianapolis, Indi-
ana, this January 4, 2021 
Myla A. Eldridge, Clerk

01/15/21
01/22/21

NOTICE OF 
ADMINISTRATION

GORDON SHUMWAY

Myla A. Eldridge, Clerk

NOTICE OF 
ADMINISTRATION

STATE OF INDIANA
COUNTY OF MARION SS:
IN THE MARION SUPERIOR 
COURT
PROBATE DIVISION  
CAUSE NO
49D08-2011-EU-040074
IN THE MATTER IN THE 
ESTATE OF  
MARIAH DAWN MOORE 
DECEASED 

NOTICE OF 
ADMINISTRATION

Notice is hereby given that 
on the day of November 
12, 2020, Kevin Ray Moore 
was appointed executor of 
the Estate of Mariah Dawn 
Moore, deceased, who died 
on or about May 17, 2020.
A|| persons having claims 
against this estate, whether 
or not now due, must fi le 
the claim in the offi ce of the 
Clerk of this Court within 
three (3) months from the 
date of the fi rst publication 
of this notice, or within nine 
(9) months after the dece-
dent’s death, whichever is 
earlier, or the claims will be 
forever barred.
Dated at Indianapolis, Indi-
ana, this day of November 
12, 2020 
Myla A. Eldridge, Clerk

01/15/21
01/22/21

NOTICE OF 
ADMINISTRATION

GORDON SHUMWAY

Myla A. Eldridge, Clerk

NOTICE OF 
ADMINISTRATION

IN THE MARION COUNTY 
SUPERIOR COURT
PROBATE DIVISION
STATE OF INDIANA
IN RE: THE ESTATE 
OF ROBERT E. DANIELS,
DECEASED. 
CAUSE NO.:
49D08-2101-EU-000151

NOTICE OF 
ADMINISTRATION 
TO BE PUBLISHED

In the Matter of the Unsu-
pervised Estate of Robert E. 
Daniels, deceased.
Notice is hereby given that 
on JANUARY 4, 2021, Lisa 
M. Dillman was appointed 
Personal Representative of 
the Estate of Robert E. Dan-
iels, deceased, who died in-
testate on June 30, 2020.
All persons having claims 
against said estate, Wheth-
er or not now due, must fi le 
a claim in the Offi ce of the 
Clerk of this Court Within 
three (3) months from the 
date of the fi rst publication 
of this notice or Within (9) 
months after the decedent’s 
death Whichever is earlier, 
or the claims will be forever 
barred.
Dated at Indianapolis, Indi-
ana JANUARY 4, 2021
 
Myla A. Eldridge, Clerk

01/15/21
01/22/21

NOTICE OF 
ADMINISTRATION

GORDON SHUMWAY

Myla A. Eldridge, Clerk

NOTICE OF 
ADMINISTRATION

STATE OF INDIANA 
COUNTY OF MARION SS:
IN THE MARION SUPERIOR 
COURT
PROBATE DIVISION
CAUSE NO.
49D08-2012-EU-042875
IN THE MATTER OF THE 
ESTATE OF WILLIAM 
DANNY BROWN 
DECEASED 

NOTICE OF 
ADMINISTRATION

Notice is hereby given that 
on the day of December 7, 
2020 Kent Nicholas Edwards 
was appointed executor of 
the estate of VWIiam Danny 
Brown, deceased, who died 
on or about April 6, 2020.
All persons having claims 
against this estate, whether 
or not now due, must fi le 
the claim in the offi ce of the 
Clerk of this Court within 
three (3) months from the 
date of the fi rst publication 
of this notice, or within nine 
(9) months after the dece-
dent’s death, whichever is 
earlier, or the claims will be 
forever barred.
Dated at Indianapolis, Indi-
ana, this December 7, 2020 
Myla A. Eldridge, Clerk

01/15/21
01/22/21

NOTICE OF 
ADMINISTRATION

GORDON SHUMWAY

Myla A. Eldridge, Clerk

PATERNITY

STATE OF INDIANA )
COUNTY OF MARION
IN THE MARION COUNTY 
SUPERIOR COURT
PATERNITY DIVISION
CAUSE NO. 
49COl-2008-JP-028447
IN THE MATTER OF 
AXEL M. MARTINEZ-YAH 
BY NEXT FRIEND 
ANTELMO MARTINEZ-RUIZ 
Petitioner 
Vs 
BIANCA C. YAH-MARTINEZ 
Respondent 
AFFIDAVIT FOR NOTICE 

BY PUBLICATION
I, Antelmo Martinez-Ruiz, of 
lawful age, being fi rst duly 
sworn, state the following:
1. That I am the Petitioner in 
the above entitled action.
2. That Huelskamp & 
Associates, 1809 Prospect 
Street, Indianapolis, IN 
46203,
represents the Petitioner in 
this matter.
3. That the names of all 
known Respondents whose 
residences are unknown 
are as
follows: BIANCA 
CONCEPCION YAH-
MARTINEZ
4. That the affi ant does not 
know and with reasonable 
inquiry and diligence 
is unable to ascertain 
the residence of the 
Respondent, who is or 
may be concerned with the 
subject of this litigation, and 
who he desires to serve by 
publication.
5. That Bianca Yah-Martinez 
has within thirty (30) days to 
respond from the last date 
of publication, failure to do 
so may result in a default 
judgment entered against 
you for the relief demanded 
in the complaint.
6. That this action is one of 
those mentioned in Rule 4.4, 
Rule 4.13(b)(4), and Rule 
4.13(b )(6) of the Indiana 
Rules of Civil Procedure.
I HEREBY AFFIRM UNDER 
THE PENALTY OF PERJURY 
THAT THE FOREGOING 
STATEMENTS ARE TRUE 
AND CORRECT TO THE 
BEST OF MY KNOWLEDGE,
INFORMATION, AND 
BELIEF.

Case No. 
49COl-2008-JP-028447
Antelmo Martinez-Ruiz
5383 Buttercup Lane
Indianapolis, IN 46224
Vs.
Bianca Concepcion Yah-
Martinez
The Clerk will please enter 
the following Order:
1. Father/Petitioner 
appeared by WebEx video 
and by counsel via WebEx 
video. Mother/Respondent 
failed to appear.
2. No hearing held.
3. Matter continued to allow 
for service by publication to 
be completed in compliance 
with TR 4.13.
4. Preliminary hearing 
rescheduled to Friday, 
March 12,2020 at 9:00 a.m., 
1 hour, Room E156 (EF).
5. Should the court 
determine that it is 
necessary to conduct this 
hearing remotely, separate
invitations and notice will be 
sent separately.
So Ordered: December 11, 
2020 
Myla A. Eldridge, Clerk

01/08/21
01/15/21
01/22/21

PATERNITY

STATE OF INDIANA
COUNTY OF MARION ss:
IN THE MARION COUNTY 
CIRCUIT COURT
CAUSE NO: 
49CO1-2005-JP-017216
49CO1-2005-JP-017221
IN RE THE PATERNITY OF: 
MANUEL ALEJANDRO 
LOPEZ-SAUCEDA 
DIEGO MAXlMTLLIANO 
LOPEZ-SAUCEDA
By Next Friend: 
MARIANA A. GALLARDO-
SAUCEDA
Petitioner,
vs
ESTATE OF MANUEL 
LOPEZ DELGADILLO 
Respondent 
AFFIDAVIT FOR NOTICE 

BY PUBLICATION
I. Mariana A. Gallardo-
Sauceda, of lawful age, 
being fi rst duly sworn, 
states:
1. That she is the Petitioner, 
in the above action.
2. That Huelskamp & 
Associates, 1809 Prospect 
Street, Indianapolis, IN 
46203, represents the 
Petitioner in this matter.
3. That the Respondent 
Manuel Lopez Dclgndillo 
died on May 16, 2020.
4. The Respondent had 
two minor children Manuel 
Lopez-Sauceda and Diego 
Lopez-Sauceda born out of 
wedlock.
5. That this matter has 
been fi led to establish 
legal paternity of the minor 
children.
6. That the names of all 
known individuals that may 
have an interest in the Estate 
of Manuel Lopez Delgadillo 
whose residences are 
unknown are as fo llows:
Father: Manuel Lopez 
Davila, DOB: 1013/1949. 
Mexico
Mother: Rosa M. Dele.dillo 
Duron, DOB: 2/14/1952, 
Mexico
Sister: Rosa M. Lopez 
Delgadillo, DOB: 10/4/1974, 
Mexico
Brother: Adrian Lopez 
Delgadillo, DOB: 2/25/1984, 
Mexico
Brother: Ivan A. Lopez 
Delgadillo, DOB: 
10/18/1990, Mexico
7. That the affi ant does not 
know and with reasonable 
inquiry and diligence is 
unable to ascertain the 
residence of the intestate 
heirs, who are or may be 
concerned with the subject 
of this litigation,
8. That the interested 
individual(s) bave within 
thirty (30) days to respond 
from the last date of 
publication, failure to do so 
may result in your interest in 
the Estate of Manuel Lopez 
Delgadillo being affected in 
a detrimental way.
9. That this action is one of 
those mentioned in Rule 4.4, 
Rule 4. I 3(b)(4), and Rule 
4 .13(b)(6) of the Indiana 
Rules of Civil Procedure.
10. There is a remote hearing 
on the matter of Paternity set 
for February 17, 2021 at 
11:00 a.m. Contact Marion 
County Paternity Court or 
Karen Huelskamp for the 
sign-in information.
11. Ths is not an action 
in Probate and there is 
currently no proceeding in 
Probate.
I HEREBY AFFIRM UNDER 
THE PENALTY OF PERJURY 
THAT THE FOREGOING
STATEMENTS ARE TRUE 
AND CORRECT TO THE 
BEST OF MY KNOWLEDGE,
INFORMATION, AND 
BELIEF. 
Myla A. Eldridge, Clerk

01/08/21
01/15/21
01/22/21

DISSOLUTION

STATE OF I NDIANA
COUNTY OF MARION SS:
IN THE MARION CO. 
SUPERIOR COURT
CAUSE NO.
49D14-2011-DN-041490
IN RE THE MARRIAGE OF: 
JUAN ARMENTA RIVERA 
Petitioner,
and
YESENIA JANET ALMAREZ 
Respondent. 
SUMMONS – SERVICE BY 

PUBLICATION
NOTICE OF SUIT

You are notifi ed that you 
have been sued in the Court 
above-named and a hearing 
will take place in M arion Co. 
Superior Court. The nature 
of the suit against you is a 
Petition of Dissolution. This 
summons by publication 
is specifi cally directed to 
Yesenia Janet Almarez, 
residence unknown.
You must answer the 
Petition, in writing, by you 
or your attorney, within thirty 
(30) days after notice of suit, 
and if you fail to do so, a 
judgment will be entered 
against you for what the 
petition has demanded. 
Petitioner’s attorney is 
Andrew G. Spear, 1300 N. 
Pennsylvania St., Ste 202, 
Indianapolis, IN 46202.
Date: 11/23/2020
Myla A. Eldridge, Clerk

01/22/21
01/29/21
02/05/21

DISSOLUTION

STATE OF INDIANA
COUNTY OF MARION SS:
IN THE MARION SUPERIOR 
COURT
Case Number: 
49D14-1912-DN-050460
IN RE: The Marriage of:
JENNIFER MILLER, 
Petitioner,
and
JACKIE LEPPER,
Respondent.

NOTICE OF SUIT
The State of Indiana to the 
Defendant above named 
and any other person who 
may be concerned.
You are notifi ed that you 
have been sued in the Court 
above named.
The nature ofthe suit against 
you is: Dissolution of 
Marriage
This summons by publication 
is specifi cally directed 
to the following named 
Defendant (s) whose last 
know addresses was: And 
to the following Defendant 
(s) whose whereabouts are 
unknown: JACKIE LEPPER
In addition to the above-
named defendants being 
served by this summons, 
there may be other 
defendants who have an 
interest in this lawsuit.
If you have a claim for relief 
against Plaintiff arising from 
the same transaction or 
occurrence, you must assert 
it in your written answer. You 
must answer the Complaint 
in writing, by you or your 
attorney, on or before the 5th 
Day of April 2021 (the same 
being within thirty (30) days 
after the Third Notice of 
Suit), and if you fail to do so, 
a judgment will be entered 
against you for what the 
Plaintiff has demanded.

STATE OF INDIANA
COUNTY OF MARION SS:
IN THE MARION SUPERIOR 
COURT
Case Number: 
49D14-1912-DN-050460
JENNIFER MILLER,
Petitioner,
and
JACKIE LEPPER,
Respondent.

ORDER SETTING FINAL 
HEARING

Comes now the Petitioner, 
Jennifer Miller, by counsel, 
Thomas J. Gaunt and moves 
the court for to continue 
the Final Hearing currently 
scheduled for February 1, 
2021, at 1:00 pm. and in the 
words and fi gures, to Wit:
IT IS ORDERED ADJUDGED 
AND DECREED that the 
hearing currently scheduled 
for February 1, 2021, at 2:00 
pm. is hereby vacated and 
reset for the 5th day of April, 
2021 at 2:00 o’clock p.m.  
30 Minutes on Webex
SO ORDERED this date 
January 12, 2021
Myla A. Eldridge, Clerk

01/22/21
01/29/21
02/05/21

NAME CHANGE

STATE 0F INDIANA
COUNTY 0F MARION SS:
IN THE MARION CIRCUIT 
COURT 
IN RE THE NAME CHANGE 
OF: 
CAUSE NO. 
49C01-2101-M-000553
CRYSTAL LYN W0ODEN 
Petitioner

ORDER SETTING 
HEARING AND NOTICE 

OF PETITION FOR 
CHANGE OF NANIE

CRYSTAL LYN WOODEN, 
whose mailing address is:
5120 SANDWOOD DRIVE. 
INDIANAPOLIS. IN 46235  
and if different, my residence 
address is:
in the MARION County, 
Indiana, he’reby gives notice 
that CRYSTAL LYN WOODEN 
has fi led a petition in the 
MARION Court requesting 
that her name be changed 
to CRYSTAL LYNN REDAR 
Notice is further given that 
the hearing will be held on 
said Petition on April 1, 2021 
at 1:30 PM
This matter will be heard 
remotely, and the Court 
will issue a WebEx/Zoom 
invitation for attendance at 
the hearing.
So Ordered 1/8/2021
Myla A. Eldridge, Clerk

01/22/21
01/29/21
02/05/21

NOTICE OF 
ADMINISTRATION

NOTICE OF 
ADMINISTRATION

CAUSE NO. 
49D08-2012-EU-045872
IN THE MARION SUPERIOR 
COURT
IN THE MATTER OF THE 
ESTATE OF
ANGELO G. ABLOG, JR., 
DECEASED.
NOTICE IS HEREBY GIVEN 
that Angelo Joseph Ablog, 
III was, on January 12, 
2021, appointed Personal 
Representative of the Es-
tate of Angelo G. Ablog, Jr., 
deceased, who died on No-
vember 27, 2020.
All persons who have claims 
against this estate, whether 
or not now due, must fi le 
the claim in the offi ce of 
the clerk of this court within 
three (3) months from the 
date of the fi rst publication 
of this Notice, or within nine 
(9) months after the dece-
dent’s death, whichever is 
earlier, or the claims will be 
forever barred.
DATED:   January 12, 2021 
Myla A. Eldridge, Clerk

01/22/21
01/29/21

NOTICE OF 
ADMINISTRATION

GORDON SHUMWAY

Myla A. Eldridge, Clerk

NOTICE OF 
ADMINISTRATION

49D08-2101-EU-001005
STATE OF INDIANA
COUNTY OF MARION SS:
IN THE MARION SUPERIOR 
COURT
IN THE MATTER OF THE 
UNSUPERVISED
ADMINISTRATION OF THE 
ESTATE OF 
CHARLES W. MCGINNIS, 
DECEASED. 

NOTICE OF 
ADMINISTRATION

Notice is hereby given that 
Rebecca A. Jones was on 
January 12, 2021, appoint-
ed Personal Representative 
of the Estate of Charles W. 
McGinnis, deceased, who 
died on the 4th day of
December, 2020.
All persons having claims 
against said estate, whether 
or not now due, must fi le 
the claim in the offi ce of the 
Clerk of this Court within 
three months from the date 
of the fi rst publication of 
this notice, or Within nine 
months after the decedent’s 
death, Whichever is earlier, 
or the claims Will be
forever barred.
Dated at Indianapolis, Indi-
ana, this January 12, 2021 
Myla A. Eldridge, Clerk

01/22/21
01/29/21

NOTICE OF 
ADMINISTRATION

GORDON SHUMWAY

Myla A. Eldridge, Clerk

NOTICE OF 
ADMINISTRATION

NOTICE OF 
ADMINISTRATION

In the Marion Superior Court
In the Matter of the
Unsupervised Administra-
tion
of the Estate of   HERMAN 
DENNISON , JR.
Deceased
Estate docket: 
49D08-2101-EU-000330
Notice is hereby given that 
on January 5, 2021, Jamie 
N. Moore was appointed 
personal representative of 
the estate of Herman Den-
nison, Jr.,  deceased.  
All persons who have claims 
against this estate, whether 
or not now due, must fi le 
claim in the offi ce of the 
clerk of this court within 
three (3) months from the 
date of the fi rst publication 
of this notice, or within nine 
(9) months after the dece-
dents death, whichever is 
earlier, or the claims will be 
forever barred.
Dated at Indianapolis, Indi-
ana, this 5 day of January, 
2021. 
Myla A. Eldridge, Clerk

01/22/21
01/29/21

NOTICE OF 
ADMINISTRATION

GORDON SHUMWAY

Myla A. Eldridge, Clerk

NOTICE OF 
ADMINISTRATION

NOTICE OF 
ADMINISTRATION

In the Marion Superior Court
In the Matter of the
Unsupervised Administra-
tion
of the Estate of   JULIE 
SPENCER
Deceased
Estate docket: 
49D08-2009-EU-030226
Notice is hereby given that 
on October 5, 2020, Mat-
thew Jaffe was appointed 
personal representative of 
the estate of Julie Spencer 
deceased, who died on the 
8th day of April, 2020. 
All persons who have claims 
against this estate, whether 
or not now due, must fi le 
claim in the offi ce of the 
clerk of this court within 
three (3) months from the 
date of the fi rst publication 
of this notice, or within nine 
(9) months after the dece-
dents death, whichever is 
earlier, or the claims will be 
forever barred.
Dated at Indianapolis, Indi-
ana, this 5 day of October, 
2020. 
Myla A. Eldridge, Clerk

01/22/21
01/29/21

NOTICE OF 
ADMINISTRATION

GORDON SHUMWAY

Myla A. Eldridge, Clerk

NOTICE OF 
ADMINISTRATION

NOTICE OF 
ADMINISTRATION

In the Marion County Supe-
rior Court, Probate Division
In the matter 0f the Estate 
of Laura Kathryn Johnson, 
deceased.
Cause Number 
49D08-2009-EU-032434
Notice is hereby given that 
Lizabeth Ann Day was on 
January 8, 2021 appointed 
Personal Representative of 
the Estate of Laura Kathryn 
Johnson, deceased.
All person(s) Who have 
claims against said es-
tate, whether or not now 
due, must fi le the claim in 
said Court within Three (3) 
months from the date of 
the fi rst publication of this 
notice, or Within Nine (9) 
months after the decedent’s 
death, whichever is earlier, 
or the claims will be forever 
barred.
Dated at Indianapolis, Indi-
ana, this January 8, 2021 
Myla A. Eldridge, Clerk

01/22/21
01/29/21

NOTICE OF 
ADMINISTRATION

GORDON SHUMWAY

Myla A. Eldridge, Clerk

NOTICE OF 
ADMINISTRATION

49D08-2009-EU-032129
STATE OF INDIANA
COUNTY OF MARION SS:
IN THE MARION COUNTY 
SUPERIOR COURT
PROBATE DIVISION
IN THE MATTER OF THE 
UNSUPERVISED 
ADMINITSTRATION OF THE 
ESTATE OF: 
MARK T. STEPHAN 
DECEASED 

NOTICE OF 
ADMINISTRATION

Notice is hcrcby given that 
on January 13, 2021, Wil-
lium E. Tull was appointed, 
Personal Representative ol- 
the Estate of Mark T. Steph-
an, deceased. who died on 
the 20th, day ol November, 
2019.
All persons having claints 
against this esrate. whelher 
or not now due, nrust fi le 
the clairn in the olllce of thc 
Clerk of tlris Court rvithin 
three (3) months lronr tlre 
date of thc fi rst publication 
of this noticc. or within nine 
(9) ntonths afi er the dc-
ccdenr’s dearh, whichever 
is earlier, or the clainrs will 
be forever barred.
Dated at Indianapolis, hrdi-
ana, rhis January 13, 2021. 
Myla A. Eldridge, Clerk

01/22/21
01/29/21

NOTICE OF 
ADMINISTRATION

GORDON SHUMWAY

Myla A. Eldridge, Clerk

NOTICE OF 
ADMINISTRATION

NOTICE OF 
ADMINISTRATION

In the Marion Superior Court
In the Matter of the
Unsupervised Administra-
tion
of the Estate of   RICHARD 
C. RATHBUN 
Deceased
Estate docket: 
49D08-2011-EU-041999
Notice is hereby given that 
on December 28, 2020, 
Clifford H. Graham was ap-
pointed personal represen-
tative of the estate of Rich-
ard C. Rathbun deceased, 
who died on the 18th day of 
October, 2020. 
All persons who have claims 
against this estate, whether 
or not now due, must fi le 
claim in the offi ce of the 
clerk of this court within 
three (3) months from the 
date of the fi rst publication 
of this notice, or within nine 
(9) months after the dece-
dents death, whichever is 
earlier, or the claims will be 
forever barred.
Dated at Indianapolis, Indi-
ana, this 18 day of Decem-
ber 2020. 
Myla A. Eldridge, Clerk

01/22/21
01/29/21

NOTICE OF 
ADMINISTRATION

GORDON SHUMWAY

Myla A. Eldridge, Clerk

PUBLIC NOTICE

ADVERTISEMENT FOR BIDS
The Trustees of Purdue University will receive sealed bids for 
the following project until 10:00 a.m. Central Standard Time 
(CST) on the 25th day of February 2021 in the University 
Services Building 20A, 6924 Wicker Avenue, Hammond, In-
diana 46323. 1. Northwest Campus – Hammond – Student 
Union and Library Building Roof Replacement - 2021 Bids 
will then be publicly opened and read aloud in Room 20A 
of the same building. Bids received after such time will be 
returned unopened. Bids may be withdrawn prior to such 
time, but no bids shall be withdrawn for a period of sixty 
(60) days thereafter. The Principal Subcontractor Question-
naire listing the names of the bidder’s principal subcontrac-
tors shall be submitted with the bid. The remainder of the 
Questionnaires and Material Lists shall be submitted prior 
to 10:00 a.m. CST on the 4th day of March 2021, to: Capital 
Program Management, 2550 Northwestern Avenue, Suite 
1100, West Lafayette, IN 47906 Phone (765) 494-0580 Bids 
shall be for complete construction only, properly executed 
and submitted on Form 96, accompanied by executed Form 
96A (as prescribed by the State Board of Accounts) giving
fi nancial data as recent as possible, and a Non-Collusion 
Affi davit together with other documents as required by the 
Instructions to Bidders and addressed to The Trustees of 
Purdue University, clearly marked with the project and the 
bid opening date. Each bid must be accompanied by the 
Contractor’s written plan for a program to test the contrac-
tor’s employees for drugs in accordance with IC 4-13-18. 
Each bid must be accompanied by a Contractor’s Combi-
nation Bid Bond and Bond for Construction in the form in-
cluded in the specifi cations made payable to The Trustees 
of Purdue University in an amount equal to the maximum 
total of the base bid and any alternate bids, guaranteeing 
the execution and faithful performance of the contract for 
the work if awarded. The Instructions to Bidders contained 
in the specifi cations for the projects are by this reference 
made a part hereof, and all bidders shall be deemed ad-
vised of the provisions thereof, and of the General Condi-
tions of the contract, specifi cations, plans and drawings for 
the project. The architectural/engineering fi rm for this proj-
ect is: Project No. 1 Martin Riley Architects,  221 West Baker 
St., Fort Wayne, IN 46802 Phone (260) 422-7994 Fax (260) 
426-2067 To view or obtain bid documents online: Repro 
Graphix Inc., 437 N. Illinois St, Indianapolis, IN 46204 Web: 
PurduePlanroom.com Phone: 1-800-718-0035 Email: ePlan-
room@Reprographix.com A $300 deposit will be required 
for each hardcopy set of bidding documents. One compact 
disk or download is available at no charge. Postage and 
handling fee may apply. All orders must be placed online 
but bidders may choose to pick up orders at: Purdue Print 
& Digital Services delivered by Xerox: 698 Ahlers Drive, 
West Lafayette, IN 47907 Phone: 765-494-2006 Bidding 
Documents are on fi le in the offi ce of: Senior Vice President 
for Administrative Operations, 2550 Northwestern Avenue, 
Suite 1100, West Lafayette, IN 47906 Phone (765) 494-0580 
The Board of Trustees of The Trustees of Purdue University 
reserves the right to reject any and all bids and to waive, 
to the extent permitted by law, any of the terms, conditions 
and provisions contained in this Advertisement for Bids or 
the Instructions to Bidders or any informality, irregularity or 
omission in any bid, provided that such waiver shall, in the 
discretion of the Board of Trustees, be to the advantage 
of The Trustees of Purdue University. THE TRUSTEES OF 
PURDUE UNIVERSITY By James K. Keefe Senior Director 
of Capital Program Management Date 1/4/2021
hspaxlp    01/22/21

02/05/21

STATE OF INDIANA

Legal Notice
STATE OF INDIANA 
DEPARTMENT OF 
ADMINISTRATION
NOTICE TO BIDDERS
ON BEHALF OF:  
Indiana Department of 
Correction
SOLICITATION FOR: 
Education Services; 
RFP-21-66601
PROPOSAL DUE DATE: 
February 17th, 2021 by 
3:00 PM ET
https://fs.gmis.in.gov/
psc/guest/SUPPLIER/
ERP/c/NUI_FRAME-
WORK.PT_LANDING-
PAGE.GBL

01/22/21

STATE OF INDIANA

Legal Notice
STATE OF INDIANA
DEPARTMENT OF 
ADMINISTRATION
NOTICE TO BIDDERS
ON BEHALF OF: Indi-
ana State Police
SOLICITATION FOR: 
Body Worn Camera 
Solution; RFP 100-21-
66665
PROPOSAL DUE DATE: 
March 05, 2021 by 
10:00 AM EST
https://www.in.gov/
idoa/2354.htm

01/22/21

PUBLIC NOTICE
Dba Demarcus Glenn Harris 
EL  EIN#98-1563560 508 (C) 
( 1) (A) separation from the 
state free church. In ALLAH 
EYE Trust secured creditor. 

01/22/21

PUBLIC NOTICE
Common Law Copyright 
Notice
dghl0021984CRN
Common Law Copyright No-
tice: All rights reserved re;
common-law copyright of 
tradename/ trademark, DE-
MARCUS GLENN HARRIS© 
as well as any and all de-
rivatives and variations in the 
spelling of said trade-names/
trademarks - Copyright 2020 
by ‘Demarcus Glenn Harris’ 
. By this Copyright Notice, 
both the Juristic Person and 
the agent of said Juristic Per-
son, hereinafter jointly and 
severally “User,” consent 
and agree that any use of 
‘DEMARCUS GLENN HAR-
RIS’©, other than authorized
use as set forth above; con-
stitutes unauthorized use of 
Secure Party’s copyrighted 
property and contractually 
binds User. This Notice by 
Declaration becomes a Se-
curity Agreement wherein 
User is a debtor and ‘De-
marcus Glenn Harris’ is Se-
cure Party, and signifi es that 
User: (1) grants Secure Party 
a security interest in all of 
User’s property and interest 
in property in the slim certain 
amount of $500,000.00 per 
each trade-name/trademark 
used, per each occurrence 
of use (violation/infringe-
ment), plus triple damages, 
plus costs for each such use, 
as well as for each and every 
use of any and all derivatives 
of, and variations in the spell-
ing of, ‘DEMARCUS GLENN 
HARRIS’©; (2) authenticates 
this Security Agreement 
wherein User is debtor and 
‘DEMARCUS GLENN HAR-
RIS’ is Secure Party, and 
wherein User pledges all of 
User’s property, i.e. all con-
sumer goods, farm products, 
inventory, equipment, money, 
investment property, com-
mercial tort claims, letters of 
credit, letter-of-credit rights, 
chattel paper, instruments, 
deposit accounts, accounts, 
documents, and general 
intangibles, and all User’s 
interest in all such foregoing 
property, now owned and 
hereafter acquired, now ex-
isting and hereafter arising, 
and wherever located, as 
collateral for securing Users 
contractual obligation in fa-
vor of Secure Party for User’s 
unauthorized use of Secure 
Party’s copyrighted property; 
(3) consents and agrees 
with Secure Party’s fi ling of 
a UCC Financing Statement 
wherein User is debtor and 
‘Demarcus Glenn Harris’ is 
Secure Party; 

01/22/21

ADOPTION

STATE OF INDIANA
MARION COUNTY SS
IN THE MARION CO. 
SUPERIOR COURT
PROBATE DIVISION
CAUSE NO. 
49D08-2007-AD-022877
IN RE: THE ADOPTION OF 
AGAPITA ARELY 
ZARAGOZA, 
A Minor Child,
by 
JOSE LUIS RAZO GOMEZ 
Petitioner. 

NOTICE OF ADOPTION
JOSE LUIS GOMEZ is 
notifi ed that a petition 
for adoption of a child, 
named AGAPITA ARELY 
ZARAGOZA, born to MARIA 
AGAPITA ZARAGOZA on 
October 9, 2004 was fi led
in the offi ce of the clerk 
of Marion County, 200 E. 
Washington St., Indianapolis, 
IN 46204. The petition for 
adoption alleges that the 
consent to adoption of JOSE 
LUIS GOMEZ is not required 
under Indiana Code § 31-
19-9-8(a)(1) and Indiana 
Code § 31 -19-9-8(a)(2).
If JOSE LUIS GOMEZ seeks 
to contest the adoption of 
the child, AGAPITA ARELY 
ZARAGOZA, he must fi le 
a motion to contest the 
adoption in accordance with 
IC 31-19-10-1 in the above 
named court not later than 
thirty (30) days after the date 
of service of this notice.
If JOSE LUIS GOMEZ does 
not fi le a motion to contest 
the adoption within thirty 
(30) days after service 
of this notice the above 
named court will hear and 
determine the petition for 
adoption. The consent 
to adoption of AGAPITA 
ARELY ZARAGOZA will be 
irrevocably implied and 
JOSE LUIS GOMEZ will lose 
the right to contest either the 
adoption or the validity
of JOSE LUIS GOMEZ’s 
implied consent to the 
adoption.
No oral statement made to 
JOSE LUIS GOMEZ relieves 
JOSE LUIS GOMEZ of JOSE 
LUIS GOMEZ’s obligations 
under this notice.
This notice complies with 
IC 31-19-4.5-3 but does 
not exhaustively set forth a 
person’s legal obligations 
under the Indiana adoption 
statutes. A person being 
served with this notice 
should consult the Indiana 
adoption statutes.
Date: 12/8/2020
Myla A. Eldridge, Clerk

01/22/21
01/29/21
02/05/21
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take time 
to place 
your ad 

here

Call Now
317.924.5143

]ADVERTISERS: You can 
place a 25-word classified 
ad in more than 140 news-
papers across the state for 
as little as $340.00 with one 
order and paying with one 
check through ICAN, Indi-
ana Classified Advertising 
Network.  For Information 
contact the classified de-
partment of your local news-
paper or call ICAN direct at 
Hoosier State Press Associa-
tion, (317) 803-4772.

FOR SALE — 
MERCHANDISE, SERVICES 

& MISCELLANEOUS

AT&T TV - The Best of Live 
& On-Demand On All Your 
Favorite Screens. CHOICE 
Package, $64.99/mo plus 
taxes for 12months. Premi-
um Channels at No Charge 
for One Year! Anytime, any-
where. Some restrictions 
apply. W/ 24-mo. agmt (TV 
price higher in 2nd year.) 
Regional Sports Fee up to 
$8.49/mo. is extra & applies. 
Call IVS 1-844-412-9997

DISH Network. $59.99 for 
190 Channels! Blazing Fast 
Internet, $19.99/mo. (where 
available.) Switch & Get a 
FREE $100 Visa Gift Card. 
FREE Voice Remote. FREE 
HD DVR. FREE Streaming 
on ALL Devices. Call today! 
1-855-551-9764

DIRECTV - Every live football 
game, every Sunday - any-
where - on your favorite de-
vice. Restrictions apply. Call 
IVS - 1-888-885-8931 

Earthlink High Speed Inter-
net. As Low As $14.95/month 
(for the first 3 months.) Reli-
able High Speed Fiber Optic 
Technology. Stream Videos, 
Music and More! Call Earth-
link Today 1-855-977-7069

High-Speed Internet. We 
instantly compare speed, 
pricing, availability to find the 
best service for your needs. 
Starting at $39.99/month! 
Quickly compare offers from 
top providers. Call 1-844-
961-0666

4G LTE Home Internet Now 
Available!† Get GotW3 with 
lightning fast speeds plus 
take your service with you 
when you travel!† As low 
as $109.99/mo! 1-877-327-
0930 

Smart Home Installations? 
Geeks on Site will install your 
WIFI, Doorbells, Cameras, 
Home Theater Systems & 
Gaming Consoles. $20 OFF 
coupon 42537! (Restrictions 
apply) 855-668-0067

Thinking about installing 
a new shower? American 
Standard makes it easy. 
FREE design consultation. 
Enjoy your shower again! 
Call 1-855-475-0534 today 
to see how you can save 
$1,000 on installation, or visit 
www.newshowerdeal.com/
hoosier        
                                                                         
                                                                                                              HEALtH/MEDICAL

LIVE PAIN FREE with CBD 
products from AceWellness. 
We guarantee highest qual-
ity, most competitive pricing 
on CBD products. Softgels, 
Oils, Skincare, Vape & more. 
Coupon Code: PRINT20 Call 
Now 833-226-3105

Attention: Oxygen Users! 
Gain freedom with a Portable 
Oxygen Concentrator! No 
more heavy tanks and refills! 
Guaranteed Lowest Prices! 
Call the Oxygen Concentra-
tor Store: 866-770-6849

HELP WANtED DRIVERS

New Starting Base Pay - 
.50 cpm w/ option to make 
.60 cpm for Class A CDL 
Flatbed Drivers, Excellent 
Benefits, Home Weekends, 
Call 800-648-9915 or www.
boydandsons.com

INSURANCE

Guaranteed Life Insurance! 
(Ages 50 to 80). No medical 
exam. Affordable premiums 
never increase. Benefits 
never decrease. Policy will 
only be cancelled for non-
payment. 833-535-1043

NOtICES

DONATE YOUR CAR TO 
CHARITY! FAST FREE PICK-
UP-24 HR RESPONSE! Help 
Children in Need, Support 
Breast Cancer Education/
Prevention or Veterans. Tax 
Deduction 844-820-9099

DIAGNOSED WITH LUNG 
CANCER? You may qualify 
for a substantial cash award. 
NO Obligation, NO risk! 
We’ve recovered millions. 
Let us help you!! Call 24/7, 
844-284-4920

REAL EStAtE

Looking to SELL your Home? 
Save time & money, connect 
with the Top Agents in your 
area to get more MONEY 
and close FASTER! Call 317-
854-9781

SERVICES

Wesley Financial Group, LLC 
- Timeshare Cancellation 
Experts - Over $50,000,000 
in timeshare debt and fees 
cancelled in 2019. Get free 
informational package and 
learn how to get rid of your 
timeshare! Free consulta-
tions. Over 450 positive re-
views. Call 877-329-1207

Moving out of state in the next 
30-60 days?  Donít get taken 
for a ride! Moving APT offers 
a PRICE MATCH GUARAN-
TEE and RISK FREE RES-
ERVATIONS. Carriers are all 
licensed and bonded. Free 
quote! Call 1-844-875-1997

COMPUTER ISSUES? 
GEEKS ON SITE provides 
FREE diagnosis REMOTELY 
24/7 SERVICE DURING 
COVID19. No home visit 
necessary. $40 OFF with 
coupon 86407! Restrictions 
apply. 888-715-8176

Need Help with Family Law? 
Can’t Afford a $5,000 Retain-
er? www.familycourtdirect.
com/Family/Law - Low Cost 
Legal Services - Pay As You 
Go - As low as $750-$1,500 
- Get Legal Help Now! Call 
1-888-417-4602 Mon-Fri 
7am to 4 pm PCT

Denied Social Security Dis-
ability? Appeal! If youíre 50+, 
filed for SSD and denied, our 
attorneys can help get you 
approved! No money out 
of pockets! Call 1-855-995-
4758

SERIOUSLY INJURED in an 
AUTO ACCIDENT? Let us 
fight for you! Our network 
has recovered millions for 
clients! Call today for a FREE 
consultation! 844-517-6414

Become a Published Author. 
We want to Read Your Book! 
Dorrance Publishing-Trusted 
by Authors Since 1920. Book 
manuscript submissions 
currently being reviewed. 
Comprehensive Services: 
Consultation, Production, 
Promotion and Distribution. 
Call for Your Free Author`s 
Guide 1-888-965-1444 or 
visit http://dorranceinfo.com/
hoosier

By JULIE L RHODES

What transpires when 
community volunteers 
working along three of In-
dianapolis’ waterways come 
together for a common 
effort? 

Hard work, nature and a 
new trail unveils a spectacu-
lar, new waterway-adjacent 
destination. 

How does engaging youth 
in that effort create even 
more positive impacts? 

When adult volunteers 
work alongside young 
people, an even richer ex-
perience results for all who 
participate. 

Reconnecting to Our Wa-
terways’ waterway commit-
tee volunteers meet monthly 
to determine fun, positive 
and unique ways to connect 
the community with the 
waterways nearby. Last fall, 
discussions began between 
ROW’s Fall Creek and 
White River waterway com-
mittees to remove invasive 
(and harmful) honeysuckle, 
open up views to Fall Creek 
and create a rustic hik-
ing path to what might be 
Indiana’s largest hackberry 
tree. Soon, they connected 
with ROW’s Central Canal 
Committee to work with 
youth from Groundwork 
Indy in a mentoring project 
to continue to further the 
connection between nature 
and young people in our 
waterway neighborhoods. 

On Nov. 8, 2020, adult 
volunteers worked to clear 
some of the spaces and 
mark the paths. On Dec. 13, 
2020, 15 youth joined along 
in a mentoring day with all 
three waterways working 
side by side toward a com-
mon goal while a red-tailed 
hawk pair looked on. In to-
tal, about 8,000 square feet 
of invasive honeysuckle was 
removed, clearing between 
3-foot and 7-foot wide paths 
that make up the ¼-mile 
trail loop. The crew also 
cleared area along the Fall 
Creek Greenway for easy ac-
cess to the loop trail, includ-
ing a new space perfect for 
fishing. The Groundwork 
Indy’s Green Team members 
also returned to the space 
soon thereafter and repur-
posed railroad ties into steps 
along a particularly steep 
sections of the trail.  

“It was great to be able 
to get out and work on the 
Big Hackberry Trail — it’s a 
great escape into nature and 
right in our very own urban 
backyard,” said Montell 
Hendricks, youth programs 
coordinator for Ground-
work Indy.

The youth seem to have 
similar sentiments. 

“It was exciting to watch 
their faces light up as they 
explored a natural para-
dise that they never knew 
existed,” Hendricks contin-
ued. “Many said that they 
had been curious about the 
location for a while but were 
never able to have clear ac-
cess to satisfy their curios-
ity.”

Time working on the trail 
led to many more great 
questions from the Green 
Team youth, including:

Q: “How much does it 
cost to visit and use?” 

A: There is no cost to visit 
and use the Big Hackberry 
Nature Trail, and that is true 
of all of the trails and green-
ways in and around Central 
Canal, the Canal Towpath 
and other Indianapolis 
waterway areas located on 
public parks  greenways 
properties. Eagle Creek 
Park is the one Indy Parks 
property that does have an 
entrance fee. 

Q: “Who is allowed to 
use the trail?”

A: Anyone can use the 
Big Hackberry Nature 
Trail, other parks, trails 
and greenways from dawn 
to dusk. These are public 
spaces that are acquired and 
maintained with public tax 
dollars.

Q: “What other trails are 
hidden around here?” 

A: There isn’t a compre-
hensive map of “hidden” 
trails, but one we are aware 
of is the Urban Wilderness 
Trail, a 4-mile natural loop 
trail along White River and 
Fall Creek near downtown 
and Near West Indianapolis. 

Q: “Can you ride bikes on 
the trail?” 

A: The Big Hackberry Na-
ture Trail is a natural path 
that probably isn’t suitable 
for bikes. However, there 
are many paved or more 
defined paths throughout 
Indianapolis’ trails parks 
and greenways systems that 
are suited for bikes and can 
become a path through your 
own neighborhood or to 
connect with other neigh-
borhoods, our downtown 
and other areas throughout 
the city. 

“It was nice to be able to 
engage with and educate 
them on their public lands 
and give them some power 
to get out and take advan-
tage of their neighborhood 
and all the resources that it 
has to offer both natural and 
physical,” Hendricks contin-
ued. “It was just as reward-
ing to observe the sense of 
accomplishment that can be 
seen in the youth from sim-
ply seeing a project steadily 
improve from an unusable 
community resource to 

completion as a functioning 
transportation route and re-
source for their community.”

The highlighted hackberry 
tree is suspected to be the 
largest of its species in Indi-
ana, estimated between 150 
to 200 years old, a rare size 
and age for the species. Lisa 
Milton, White River State 
Park and new White River 
committee co-chair, intends 
to get an accurate measure 
of the tree soon.

You can see the route and 
plan a hike to check out the 
new Big Hackberry Nature 
Trail at tinyurl.com/Big-
HackberryNatureTrail

The event was accom-
plished using ROW’s 
stringent COVID-19 guid-
ance that dictated social 
distancing and masks, to 
ensure safety of all who 
participated. Later this year, 
when COVID restrictions 
are anticipated to ease, the 
three waterway committees 
hope to organize a Hackber-
ry Canoe Race to introduce 
canoeing and kayaking to 
urban youth who have not 
had the opportunity to enjoy 
on-water experiences. In the 
meantime, the new trail of-
fers another beautiful space 
along our waterways and 
greenways to view wildlife, 
get fit and experience the 
beauty of the waterway in 
the middle of the city.

This project is an excellent 
example of collective impact 
at work. In addition to the 
collaborations of water-
ways and partners, ROW 
was able to provide a grant 
to pay the youth and for 
supplies through the Nina 
Mason Pulliam Charitable 
Trust Event Grant funding. 
Keep Indianapolis Beauti-
ful provided work gloves 
and trash bags, and Land-
Worx Engineering pro-
vided support and expertise. 
Indy Parks leadership also 
provided their assistance by 
walking the space with the 
eager community volunteers 
and granted permission for 
the invasive removal and 
nature trail installation.  

Those interested in get-
ting involved on the Central 
Canal Committee efforts, 
contact Groundwork Indy at 
phyllis@groundworkindy.
org or call 317-737-2810. 
Get Involved in ROW’s 
other waterway efforts at 
www.ourwaterways.org; 
follow ROW on Facebook, 
Twitter and Instagram at @
ourwaterways, or call 317-
371-2788. 

Julie L Rhodes is collective 
impact director for Recon-
necting to Our Waterways.

New Big Hackberry Nature Trail takes 
shape with waterway collaborations

BRADFORD LAKE APARTMENTS 
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10:00 a.m. – 4:00 pm 
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SUMMONS
STATE OF INDIANA
COUNTY OF MARION
MARION COUNTY SMALL 
CLAIMS COURT 
1 STOP HOUSING LLC. 
VS.
JASON ARNEY
CAUSE NO.
49K01-2010- SC- 002968
In the Marion County 
Township Small Claims 
Court, Cause 49K01-2010-
SC-002968
1 Stop Housing LLC, Plaintiff 
vs Jason Arney
You are notifi ed that you have 
been sued in the above-ref-
erenced Court. The nature of 
the suit against you is: claims 
for breach of lease, back 
rent, and property damage 
pertaing to the real estate 
located at 3536 n. Illinois in 
Marion County, Indiana. This 
summons by publication is 
Specifi cally directed to the 
following named Defendant 
whose address is unknown.: 
JASON ARNEY. 
If you dispute or have a claim 
for relief against the Plaintiff 
arising from an interest in th 
above-referenced real estate, 
or other claim, you must as-
sert it in your written answer. 
You must answer the Com-
plaint in writing by you are 
or your attorney, on or before 
thirty (30) days after the Third 
Notice of this lawsuit, OR you 
may do so by appearing in 
the Center Township Smalls 
Claim Court on March 10, 
2021 at 9:00 a.m. If you fail to 
do either judgement may be 
entered against you for what 
the Plaintiff has demanded 
including Service by Pub-
lication and attorney fees. 
Bench Trail was originally 
scheduled on 02/03/21 at 
9;00 am was rescheduled to 
03/10/21 at 9:00 am Reason: 
By Request.    
By: / 1 Stop Housing LLC/ 
Debbie Taylor
Plaintiff P.O Box 26623 
INDIANAPOLIS, IN 46226
Cause No. 
49K01-2010-SC-002968 
Jason Arney
EVENTS & ORDERS OF THE 
COURT  
10/30/2020 - Notice of Claim 
for indebtness fi led for Plain-
tiff 1 Stop Housing LLC, 
Bench Trial scheduled for 
12/16/2020 at 9:00 AM
11/20/2020 - Service Re-
turned Served, Copy of 
Service left by Constable: R. 
Watson on 11/5/20
12/16/2020 - Bench Trial 
(9:00 AM), Parties Present: 
Plaintiff,  1 Stop Housing 
LLC
12/16/2020 - Per Judicial Of-
fi cer Service of process not 
completed. Matter continued 
to 02/03/2021 @ 9:00 AM for 
service.
01/04/2021 - Motion for Con-
tinuance Filed by Plaintiff, 1 
Stop Housing LLC
1/4/2021 - Bench Trial 
originally scheduled on 
02/032021 at 9:00 AM was 
rescheduled to 3/10/2021 at 
9:00 AM.  
01/05/2021 - Automated Pa-
per Notice Issued to all Par-
ties, granting continuance.
Myla A. Eldridge, Clerk

01/15/21
01/22/21
01/29/21

SUMMONS
STATE OF INDIANA
COUNTY OF MARION
MARION COUNTY SMALL 
CLAIMS COURT 
1 STOP HOUSING LLC. 
VS.
ASHLEY MOORE
JENNIFER MOORE
CAUSE NO.
49K01-2010-SC-002967
In the Marion County 
Township Small Claims 
Court, Cause 49K01-2010-
SC-002967
1 Stop Housing LLC, Plaintiff 
vs ASHLEY MOORE AND 
JENNIFER MOORE
You are notifi ed that you have 
been sued in the above-ref-
erenced Court. The nature of 
the suit against you is: claims 
for Property damage and  
back rent, pertaining to the 
real estate located at 3536 
n. Illinois in Marion County, 
Indiana. This summons by 
publication is Specifi cally 
directed to the following 
named Defendant whose 
address is unknown.: Ashley 
Moore and Jennifer Mopre. 
If you dispute or have a claim 
for relief against the Plaintiff 
arising from an interest in th 
above-referenced real estate, 
or other claim, you must as-
sert it in your written answer. 
You must answer the Com-
plaint in writing by you are 
or your attorney, on or before 
thirty (30) days after the Third 
Notice of this lawsuit, OR you 
may do so by appearing in 
the Center Township Smalls 
Claim Court on March 10, 
2021 at 9:00 a.m. If you fail to 
do either judgement may be 
entered against you for what 
the Plaintiff has demanded 
including Service by Pub-
lication and attorney fees. 
Bench Trail was originally 
scheduled on 02/03/21 at 
9;00 am was rescheduled to 
03/10/21 at 9:00 am Reason: 
By Request.    
By: / 1 Stop Housing LLC/ 
Debbie Taylor
Plaintiff P.O Box 26623 
INDIANAPOLIS, IN 46226
Cause No. 
49K01-2010-SC-002967 
Ashley & Jennifer Moore
EVENTS & ORDERS OF THE 
COURT  
10/30/2020 - Notice of Claim 
for indebtness fi led for Plain-
tiff 1 Stop Housing LLC, 
Bench Trial scheduled for 
12/16/2020 at 9:00 AM
11/20/2020 - Service Re-
turned Served, Copy of 
Service left by Constable: R. 
Watson on 11/5/20
12/16/2020 - Bench Trial 
(9:00 AM), Parties Present: 
Plaintiff,  1 Stop Housing 
LLC
12/16/2020 - Per Judicial Of-
fi cer Service of process not 
completed. Matter continued 
to 02/03/2021 @ 9:00 AM for 
service.
01/04/2021 - Motion for Con-
tinuance Filed by Plaintiff, 1 
Stop Housing LLC
1/4/2021 - Bench Trial 
originally scheduled on 
02/032021 at 9:00 AM was 
rescheduled to 3/10/2021 at 
9:00 AM.  
01/05/2021 - Automated Pa-
per Notice Issued to all Par-
ties, granting continuance.
Myla A. Eldridge, Clerk

01/15/21
01/22/21
01/29/21

SUMMONS
STATE OF INDIANA  
COUNTY OF MARION                                
IN THE MARION SUPERIOR 
COURT
CAUSE NUMBER: 
49D11-2008-MF-026192
TIAA, FSB,
Plaintiff,
vs.
CLIFFORD EARLE
THE GRAND B. TRUST
UNKNOWN OCCUPANT, 
IF ANY
BANK OF AMERICA, NA-
TIONAL ASSOCIATION AS 
SUCCESSOR BY MERGER 
TO BANK OF AMERICA, 
FSB AS SUCCESSOR BY 
MERGER TO LASALLE 
BANK NATIONAL AS-
SOCIATION, AS TRUSTEE 
FOR FIRST FRANKLIN 
MORTGAGE LOAN TRUST, 
MORTGAGE LOAN ASSET-
BACKED CERTIFICATES, 
SERIES 2007-FF1
ALLIANCE FUNDING, A 
DIVISION OF SUPERIOR 
FEDERAL BANK, FSB 
CITY OF INDIANAPOLIS, 
DEPARTMENT OF CODE 
ENFORCEMENT, BUREAU 
OF PROPERTY SAFETY 
AND MAINTENANCE
CITY OF INDIANAPOLIS, 
DEPARTMENT OF METRO-
POLITAN DEVELOPMENT, 
DIVISION OF DEVELOP-
MENT SERVICES
MARION COUNTY PUBLIC 
HEALTH DEPARTMENT
DEPARTMENT OF 
PUBLIC WORKS OF THE 
CONSOLIDATED CITY OF 
INDIANAPOLIS, INDIANA
Defendants.
NOTICE OF SUIT
SUMMONS - SERVICE BY 
PUBLICATION 
The State of Indiana to the 
defendants above named, 
and any other person who 
may be concerned. You are 
notifi ed that you have been 
sued in the Court above 
named. The nature of the suit 
against you is a foreclosure 
of the real estate mortgage, 
legally described as: 
SUBJECT TO ALL LIENS, 
EASEMENTS AND ENCUM-
BRANCES OF RECORD.
The following described real 
estate in Marion County, 
State of Indiana: Lot Num-
bered Thirty (30) in Maple 
Hill Addition Corrected, an 
Addition in Marion County, 
Indiana, as per Plat thereof 
recorded in Plat Book 17, 
Page 112, in the Offi ce of the 
Recorder of Marion County, 
Indiana.
PARCEL NUMBER(S) 49-07-
15-117-027.000-401
This property is commonly 
known as 3841 North Grand 
Avenue, Indianapolis, IN 
46226
This summons by publication 
is specifi cally directed to the 
following Defendants whose 
addresses are known:
Clifford Earle
5720 State Highway 173 N.
Devine, TX 78016

Unknown Occupant, if any
3841 North Grand Avenue
Indianapolis, IN 46226

Bank of America, National 
Association as successor by 
merger to Bank of America, 
FSB as successor by merger 
to LaSalle Bank National 
Association, as Trustee for 
First Franklin Mortgage Loan 
Trust, Mortgage Loan Asset-
Backed Certifi cates, Series 
2007-FF1
Serve Highest Offi cer Found
100 North Tryon Street, Suite 
170
Charlotte, NC 28202

Alliance Funding, a Division 
of Superior Federal Bank, 
FSB 
Serve Highest Offi cer Found
650 College Road E.
Princeton, NJ 08540

Marion County Public Health 
Department
Serve Highest Offi cer Found
3838 North Rural Street
Indianapolis, IN 46205

Department of Public Works 
of the Consolidated City of 
Indianapolis, Indiana
Serve Highest Offi cer Found
200 East Washington Street, 
Suite 2460
Indianapolis, IN 46204

And to the following defen-
dant whose addresses are 
unknown:
The Grand B. Trust
In addition to the above 
named Defendants being 
served by this summons 
there may be other Defen-
dants who have an interest 
in this lawsuit. If you have 
a claim for relief against 
the Plaintiff arising from the 
same transaction or occur-
rence, you must assert it 
in your written answer. You 
must answer the Complaint 
in writing, by your attorney, 
on or before the 28th day of 
February, 2021, (the same 
being within thirty (30) days 
after the Third Notice of Suit), 
and if you fail to do so a judg-
ment will be entered against 
you for what the Plaintiff has 
demanded.
/s/ Joel Bornkamp
Matthew C. Gladwell (30493-
49)
Joel F. Bornkamp (27410-49)
Gregory A. Stout (29517-15)
Amanda L. Krenson (28999-
61)
Attorney’s for Plaintiff
Reisenfeld & Associates 
LLC
3962 Red Bank Road
Cincinnati, OH 45227
Voice: 1-513-322-7000
Facsimile: (513) 322-7099
ATTEST:
Clerk of the Marion County 
Superior Court

01/15/21
01/22/21
01/29/21

SUMMONS
STATE OF INDIANA
COUNTY OF MARION                             
IN THE MARION CIRCUIT/
SUPERIOR COURT
CAUSE NUMBER: 
49D06-1512-MF-042754
SECRETARY OF VETERANS 
AFFAIRS OF WASHINGTON. 
D.C,
Plaintiff,
vs.
UNKNOWN HEIRS, 
DEVISEES, LEGATEES, 
PERSONAL REPRESENTA-
TIVES, AND CREDITORS 
OF ROCHELLE CAMP 
(DECEASED), ET AL.
Defendants.
NOTICE OF SUIT
SUMMONS - SERVICE BY 
PUBLICATION 
The State of Indiana to the 
defendants above named, 
and any other person who 
may be concerned. You are 
notifi ed that you have been 
sued in the Court above 
named. The nature of the suit 
against you is a foreclosure 
of the real estate mortgage, 
legally described as: \
LOT NUMBERED 86 IN 
ROSE HILL, AN ADDI-
TION TO THE CITY OF IN-
DIANAPOLIS, AS PER PLAT 
THEREOF RECORDED IN 
PLAT BOOK 16, PAGE 31, 
IN THE OFFICE OF THE 
RECORDER OF MARION 
COUNTY, INDIANA.
SUBJECT TO ALL LIENS, 
EASEMENTS AND ENCUM-
BRANCES OF RECORD.
This property is commonly 
known as 4939 East 39th 
Street, Indianapolis, IN 
46226
This summons by publication 
is specifi cally directed to the 
following Defendants whose 
addresses are known:

Tommy Camp
5811 Brigade Lane, Apt. 117
Indianapolis, IN 46216

Rhonda Tourner
7722 Crooked Meadows 
Drive
Indianapolis, IN 46268

Roxie Lomax
3840 Knickerbocker Place, 
Apt. T2
Nora, IN 46240

Rosemary King
6452 Townsend Way
Indianapolis, IN 46268

Richard Lomax
5234 West Raymond Street
Indianapolis, IN 46241

Robert Lomax
6134 Nelson Place
Indianapolis, IN 46219

James Lomax
5310 Hammock Glen Drive
Indianapolis, IN 46235

Michael Lomax
4239 Wedgewood Court
Indianapolis, IN 46254

Unknown Occupant, if any
4939 East 39th Street
Indianapolis, IN 46226

American Acceptance Co 
LLC as assignee of Wash-
ington Mutual Finance
Serve Glenn Vician, Regis-
tered Agent
8605 Broadway
Merrillville, IN 46410

State of Indiana Department 
of Revenue
Serve Highest Executive Of-
fi cer Present
100 North Senate North 105
Indianapolis, IN 46204

State of Indiana Attorney 
General
Serve Highest Executive Of-
fi cer Present
302 West Washington Street, 
South 5th Floor
Indianapolis, IN 46204

And to the following defen-
dant whose addresses are 
unknown:

Unknown Heirs, Devisees, 
Legatees, Personal Repre-
sentatives, and Creditors of 
Rochelle Camp (deceased)

In addition to the above 
named Defendants being 
served by this summons 
there may be other Defen-
dants who have an interest 
in this lawsuit. If you have 
a claim for relief against 
the Plaintiff arising from the 
same transaction or occur-
rence, you must assert it 
in your written answer. You 
must answer the Complaint 
in writing, by your attorney, 
on or before the 28th day of 
February, 2021, (the same 
being within thirty (30) days 
after the Third Notice of Suit), 
and if you fail to do so a judg-
ment will be entered against 
you for what the Plaintiff has 
demanded.
/s/ Joel Bornkamp
Matthew C. Gladwell (30493-
49)
Joel F. Bornkamp (27410-49)
Gregory A. Stout (29517-15)
Amanda L. Krenson (28999-
61)
Attorney’s for Plaintiff
Reisenfeld & Associates 
LLC
3962 Red Bank Road
Cincinnati, OH 45227
Voice: 1-513-322-7000
Facsimile: (513) 322-7099
ATTEST:
Clerk of the Marion County 
Circuit/Superior Court

01/22/21
01/29/21
02/05/21
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Oladipo’s expected departure personifies today’s NBA

Warren Central’s Tae Davis 
finished with nine points in 
the championship game.

Bishop Chatard won its first city tournament with a 62-
61 win over Heritage Christian on Jan. 15.

Bishop Chatard’s Zakia 
Rasheed scored 28 points 
in the title game, including 
a buzzer-beater for the win. 
(Photos/David Dixon)

Heritage Christian’s Ari  
Wiggins scored a game-
high 33 points.

Warren Central point guard 
Malik Stanley scored 22 
points on eight field goals 
and two free throws.

Lawrence North guard 
Shamar Avance had a 
game-high 24 points.

Lawrence North’s C.J. Gunn, 
one of the top  players in 
the state, scored 18 points.

Lawrence North won the Marion County Tournament by 
beating Warren Central, 59-56, on Jan. 16. (Photos/David 
Dixon)

Chatard wins city 
tourney

LN wins county tourney

By DANNY BRIDGES 

Some time ago l had the “audacity” to say Victor 
Oladipo had to be jettisoned out of the Indiana Pac-
ers fold, and l received a ton of backlash from both 
the IU basketball brethren and Indiana Pacers loyal-
ists, most of them grown men sporting his jersey as a 
staple of their respective wardrobes. They said l had a 
constant bone to pick with the talented yet enigmatic 
young man, and l couldn’t be objective. Forget the 
fact that l had sung his praises via print prior to his 
catastrophic injury, as many of his hard-core sup-
porters pummeled me via email and social media 
calling me out of touch, a hater and, my personal 
favorite, a curmudgeon who didn’t understand the 
“modern” NBA game and its intricacies. 

For the record, l only spoke to Oladipo a few times 
in a group setting as he tired quickly of my attempts 
to discuss his off-court endeavors, which l felt were 
a huge distraction to his development as a 
person, and not just as a 
basketball player.

Allow me to cut you off 
at the pass and concede 
that he doesn’t need any 
advice from me and it’s 
his career to manage. In 
reality, who am l to ques-
tion who he surrounds 
himself with for guidance 
and direction in his life, 
both personally and profes-
sionally?

The fact that l can’t begin to 
fathom how on-the-court success is 
bungled today by so many exceptional 
athletes is totally irrelevant, as after all, 
l’ve never experienced the scrutiny that 
comes along with being the focal point of 
a team that gives you every opportunity to 
distinguish yourself in exchange for some 
$20 million annually. 

Sure, the exorbitant salaries are indeed 
commonplace and Oladipo’s contract that 
came with him from Oklahoma City when he 
was acquired was certainly commensurate with 
how the business works. When a player recog-
nizes that, the inevitable process of developing a 
brand occurs, and while that is a slippery slope in 
itself, it remains a daunting challenge to balance 
that transition along with one’s responsibility as a 
player on the court as well. Simply put, there are just 
a chosen few that can pull it off, and unfortunately 
for Oladipo, those who whispered in his ear that he 
could do it had their own agenda and not his best 
interests in mind.

Prior to his injury, the man who was stellar in the 

community and aloof with the media seemed to have 
it all by the tail and appeared to be capable of playing 
at that illustrious high level that is reserved for the 
true all stars of the game.

He said all the right things and quickly made 
people forget about the ultra-talented Paul George 
who had worn out his welcome in this community 
by simply expecting the Pacers to be active in the 
free agency market and acquire some good players to 
augment his ability. 

Yes, Oladipo had arrived and when it happened it 
was downright magical in terms of a small market 
team finding the proverbial diamond in the rough 
and riding that wave that comes along with the sur-
prise known as a truly budding star.

However, the romance was really over before it 
started, and when he became bigger than the team in 
his own eyes, the whispering began as to his inability 
to focus on basketball as opposed to being a singer 
and a fashion designer, both of which were his right 
to do. 
Before you categorize me as simply envious, let me 
remind you that l can’t carry a tune in a bucket and 
my wardrobe is strictly outdated and off the rack, so 
there really isn’t anything here other than how mind 
boggling it was for me to admire yet another young 
man for his gifted basketball abilities and at the same 
time scratch my head at all the other shall we say 
ancillary off-the-court activities. 

Yes, l understand all the opportunities there are 
for players today in terms of endorsements and 

the financial rewards that accompany those 
who can truly perform in that rarefied air, 

but there is a difference in being an all-
star and a superstar in the NBA. While 

Oladipo’s camp thought he was a 
maximum contract player even 

after his injury, the simple 
fact that he wasn’t such even 

prior to his unfortunate 
physical setback made 

the decision to trade 
him on the final year 

of his contract a 
simple business 

decision and 
not a personal 
vendetta that 
some have 
recently im-
plied. 

Sure, he 
disrespect-

ed both 
the 

medical and media relations staffs of the organiza-
tion, but that too is something that occurs in the 
game today and can be overcome with a series of tri-
ple-doubles and simply saying the right thing when a 
microphone, accompanied by the camera, is thrusted 
in your face. Soundbites are everything in terms of 
forgiveness, and Oladipo was given every opportunity 
to do just that, but he simply chose not to, banking 
on the leverage that sadly evaporated when his knee 
exploded that fateful evening at Bankers Life Field-
house and changed his world in a profound manner. 

By virtue of falling behind Malcom Brandon and 
Domantas Sabonis as the main cogs in the lineup, 
Oladipo quickly became sullen and relied on those 
around him outside of the franchise to enable him 
as the true superstar he felt he was and begin the 
process of dropping more than subtle hints of his in-
tention to play elsewhere and prove everyone wrong 
about his ability to return to form. 

While the Pacers were willing to offer him a con-
tract consistent with his physical condition, they had 
no intention of tendering a high-dollar, long-term 
deal, and when Oladipo’s camp showed their fangs, 
Pacers President Kevin Pritchard pulled the trigger 
on a trade to avoid receiving nothing in return for 
the disgruntled fan favorite who clearly will never be 
the explosive player he once was due to the horrific 
injury.  

Sadly, many NBA careers are cut short by virtue of 
similar circumstances, but Oladipo can still con-
tribute to a team despite his physical limitations. 
The Pacers wanted him back and defined what they 
would pay and, more importantly, what his reduced 
role would be.

That didn’t settle well and the rest is history, but 
much of the drama that has transpired in the last two 
years could’ve been avoided, and l truly feel Oladipo 
realizes that now after being traded. The bigger ques-
tion is: Can a young man who took bad advice from 
others separate himself from that faction and make 
good decisions moving ahead?

While a reduced contract might not seem palat-
able at this juncture, it’s right around the corner and 
it will probably be his last one. Before you cry for 
Oladipo or Argentina, please remember he’s already 
grossed nearly $100 million in his career, and there’s 
more on the horizon. It won’t be a maximum-deal 
contract, but it surely will pay the light bill. One has 
to wonder why he couldn’t have made it work in a 
community that revered him, but he made his choice 
and seems comfortable with it. Something tells me 
his former employer certainly is too.

Danny Bridges who wishes Victor Oladipo good 
health and prosperity, can be reached at 317-370-
8447 or at bridgeshd@aol.com. 

Victor Oladipo
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